
4th October 2020 
 

Twenty Seventh Sunday of  
Year A 

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE 

Tel No: 01294 463225 

St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com 

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BW 

Tel No: 01294 463461 

St Mary’s Parish website: www.rcsaltcoats.com 

Sr Marie Monique & Sr Ursula: Pastoral Assistants to the Three Towns  

Canon Matt McManus (Retired)  

St John the Evangelist  
Stevenston  

Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway Charity Registration No: SCO10576 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Saltcoats 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS.  Thank you to those who pay by Standing Order, in order to do so details are available from the 
parish office.  The Diocese also has a facility online where you can contribute to your parish by debit card.  The Link for the 
Diocese page is : http://www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/parish-collections.  Our specific links for St Mary's and St John's can be 
found on either rcsaltcoats or rcstevenston link and follow below the instructions. https://tinyurl.com/rcsaltcoats  
https://tinyurl.com/rcstevenston.  You can also use the QR codes in the same way as web links, which can be found on both 
websites.   Because of Covid-19 our parish/hall income has fallen dramatically so your support is especially appreciated.   

To book a place at Mass in St Mary’s please phone the parish office 463461 between Monday-Friday 9.30am-2.30pm.  To book 
a place for Mass in St John’s please phone Teresa Thornton on 07564903401 between Monday-Friday 9.30am-2.30pm.  You 
will be asked for a contact number in order that Track and Trace can be achieved if necessary.  All Government requirements 
must be fulfilled with sanitising hands, wearing a face covering and sitting in a designated seat to enable social distancing.  
Most of our Masses are being livestreamed and they can be accessed on both parish websites by clicking on the Livestream op-
tion.   
GOSPEL REFLECTION.  Livestreamed from St John’s on Monday’s at 7pm.  ROSARY.  For the Month of October will be 
Livestreamed from St John’s on Tuesday’s at 7pm.   Since October is Mission Month when we pray for the Spread of the Gos-
pel.   

MASS TIMES:  Please remember to book 

 St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s 

Monday   10am Mass 

Tuesday  10am Mass  

Wednesday 10am Mass  10am  Mass 

Thursday  10am Mass  

Friday   10am Mass  10am Mass 

Saturday  4.30pm Vigil Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sacrament of Reconciliation by appointment only 

BBC SCOTLAND.   Have recorded a Mass from Our Lady of the Assumption and St Meddan's Troon.  The Mass will be 
broadcast today (Sunday) at 12 Noon on Freeview channel 115 and Sky 115 as part of BBC Scotland's The Service.  Please 
follow this link:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000n9t8 
 
HOLY PLACES AND RETIRED PRIESTS SPECIAL COLLECTIONS.  These collections are overdue.  Contributions for 
Holy Places can be made either in the basket in Church or left at both parish houses.  Contributions for the Retired Priests Fund 
can still be handed into both parish houses.   
 

DIOCESE OF GALLOWAY.   A copy of the Safeguarding Statement for October 2020 can be found on the parish websites.  
If you wish a paper copy please contact the parish office.   

http://www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/parish-collections
https://tinyurl.com/rcsaltcoats
https://tinyurl.com/rcstevenston


*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic 
form or in paper form in the bulletin.   
 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH/HOUSE/HALL.  Following a spate of vandalism and unruly behaviour affecting our property I will be 
grateful if people be vigilant of any unwanted activity and if you witness anything please contact Police Scotland on 101.  Re-
member that all damage and repairs have to be paid from parish funds. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME.  To Julie Farrell and Scott Milligan who were respectively Baptised and received 
into full Communion with the Church in St Mary’s last Sunday.   
 

C.L.A.S.P.  Community Led Action and Support Project.  For details of befriending and digital support service Telephone Liz 
on 07464206592 or email liz@clasps.org.uk.  You will then be allocated a Telephone Befriender or a Digital Befriender to give 
you support during this crisis.  Keep Safe. 
 

SCIAF.  Thank you to everyone who donated to the WEE Box Campaign and with general donations, we sent a wonderful 
£2,327.43 away to SCIAF.  Digital copies of their IMPACT Magazine 2020 can be found on our websites.   
 

DRUMALIS.  The closure of the house will be until the Spring of 2021.  Courses will be held through Zoom until November 
2020.  For more information and payment details please phone 028 28272196/28276455.  
 

CAN YOU HELP? Can you help with stewarding people to their seats, helping to clean the church (a requirement after every 
Mass and takes about 20 minutes), or willing to help with live-streaming Mass?  Without people helping to steward or clean our 
churches they will not be open as frequently.  Call the numbers already given if you can assist. 
 

ST MARY’S SVDP.   Please call 07379400568.  ST JOHN’S SVDP.  Please call 07498501326. 
 

FOOD BANK, STEVENSTON AND SALTCOATS.  Phone the Three Towns Hub on 310000 from 9am to 1pm.  Groceries 
will be delivered to your house. 
 

WEST COAST FURNITURE BANK. This is a charity which distributes donated household items to families in need. An  
estimated 40% of the donations have come from readers of this bulletin. George would like to thank everyone for their generosity. 
The contact number is 07576 232 969.   
 

EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME.  North Ayrshire Council is assisting EU, EEA and Swiss citizens to apply for Settled Status 
which will allow you to stay in the UK after 31st December 2020. Full details on how to apply can be found at the back of both 
churches or at: https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/council/eu-settlement-scheme.aspx.   
 

ST MARY’S SCAFFOLDING.  A section is missing and is required for works if you know where it is can you please inform the 
parish office. 
 

CENTENARY MASS.  This year Stella Maris (formerly known as Apostleship of the Sea) is celebrating 100 years of its support 
to seafarers, fishers, and their families. To mark the beginning of our centenary year we will be holding a live-streamed Mass cel-
ebrated by Archbishop Philip Tartaglia of Glasgow. Please join us online to share in this very special celebration on  Sunday (4th) 
at 3pm. The Mass will be streamed live at www.stellamaris.org.uk/centenarymass.  
 

DIOCESE WEB PAGE: GALLOWAYDIOCESE.ORG.UK/FUNDRAISING.  GIVE AS YOU LIVE.  Do you want to help 
the Diocese of Galloway raise even more for FREE?  You can by shopping via Give as you Live Online!  Please follow this link 
www.giveasyoulive.com/join/rc-diocese-ofgalloway-scotland.  AMAZON SMILE.  The prices on amazon smile are the same as 
on the regular Amazon site. However Amazon donates 0.5% of spending to the nominated charity.  This is a good way for 
those who use Amazon to support diocesan finances at no extra cost.  Please follow this link  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/
SC010576.  More information can be found on parish websites.   
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 

 

For all the sick in our parishes* 
 

Special Intention  
 

Those who have an anniversary: Rose McKay. Sadie 
& Jos Brayford, Joe O’Rourke, Ellen Murphy, Eileen 
Higney, Sean Henry, Mary Nellis, Bill Hazelton, Jim 
Hainey and Sean Pentleton.   
 

Those who have died recently: Anne Lafferty, Margaret Ann 
Gallagher, John McMillan (Blantyre),  Padraig McGarvey 
(Donegal), Catherine Anne Johnson, Daniel Hainey, Reg Byers 
(Lockerbie), Paddy Smyth (Portaferry),  Monica Murray and 
Tommy McAteer.  

THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE  
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: 

 
 

Anniversaries:  Rose McKay. Sadie & Jos Bray-
ford, Joe O’Rourke, Ellen Murphy, Eileen Higney 
and Sean Henry. 
 

Recently deceased:  Anne Lafferty, Margaret Ann 
Gallagher  

 

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus Re-
tired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission Societies). 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK:  11th October 2020;  28th 
Sunday of Year A; Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 22; Philippians 
4:12-14.19-20; Matthew 22:1-14 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their 
personal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal 
data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and 
confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent.  A 
fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website.  www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr 

https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/council/eu-settlement-scheme.aspx
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC010576
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC010576


First Reading:   Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his vineyard.  My friend had a vineyard on a fertile 
hillside.  He dug the soil, cleared it of stones and planted choice vines in it.  In the middle he built a 
tower, he dug a press there too.  He expected it to yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave.  
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, I ask you to judge between my vineyard and me.  
What could I have done for my vineyard that I have not done?  I expected it to yield grapes.  Why did 
it yield sour grapes instead?  Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will 
take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on.  I will lay 
it waste, unpruned, undug, overgrown by the briar and the thorn.  I will command the clouds to rain no 
rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the House of Israel, and the men of Judah that cho-
sen plant.  He expected justice, but found bloodshed, integrity, but only a cry of distress.   
The Word of the Lord  
 
PSALM  
R/ The Vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; to plant it you drove out the nations.  It stretched out its branches to the sea, to the Great 

River it stretched out its shoots.  R/ 
 
2. Then why have you broken its walls?  It is plucked by all who pass by.  It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,  
 devoured by the beasts of the field.  R/ 
 
3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from heaven and see.  Visit this time and protect it, the vine your right 

hand has planted.    R/ 
 
4. And we shall never forsake you again; give us life that we may call upon your name.  God of hosts, bring us back; 
 let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. R/ 
 
Second Reading:  Philippians 4:6-9 
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that 
peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.  Final-
ly, brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is noble, everything that is good and pure, everything that 
we love and honour, and everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy of praise.  Keep doing all the things that you learnt 
from me and have been taught by me and have heard or seen that I do.  Then the God of peace will be with you.  
The Word of the Lord 

 
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘Listen to another parable.  There was a 
man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress in it and built a 
tower; then he leased it to tenants and went abroad.  When vintage time drew near he sent his serv-
ants to the tenants to collect his produce.  But the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed 
another and stoned a third.  Next he sent some more servants, this time a larger number, and they 
dealt with them in the same way.  Finally he sent his son to them.  “They will respect my son” he 
said.  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir.  Come on, let us 
kill him and take over his inheritance.”  So they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him.  Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’  They 
answered, ‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to other tenants 

who will deliver the produce to him when the season arrives.’  Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:  It was 
the stone rejected by the builders that became the keystone.  This was the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful to see?  ‘I tell you, 
the, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’ 
 
PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING 
 
St Paul writes to the Philippians, ‘There is no need to worry’.  Where have worries or anxiety crept into your life and how might 
you turn these over to the Lord? 
 
When in your life have you encountered ‘that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand’? 
 
St Paul urges the Corinthians to only think about things that are true, noble, good, pure, lovely, honourable, virtuous and worthy 
of praise.  What are your favourite books, movies, or music that emulate these values? 
 
In the gospel Jesus quotes the Scripture passage, ‘the stone rejected by the builders that became the keystone’.  Can you think of 
an example in your life where this proved to be the case? 

Neighbouring Parishes:  
 Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063.  Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.   

RC Chaplain at Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals is Deacon Bill Corbett  01292 521208 

Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.  
In an emergency situation ask the nurse on duty for the priest-on-call to be paged. 

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR OCTOBER. The Laity's Mission in the Church -  We pray that by the virtue 
of baptism, the laity, especially women, may participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church.    



To advertise in this Bulletin please contact Lorna: 01294 463461 or Margaret: 01294 471545 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with 

the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed, 
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young  

people and vulnerable adults.  

 

 

   

 
Saltcoats Funeralcare 

24 Hour Service ~ Home Visits 
16 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats 

TEL: 01294 469359 
www.coop.co.uk 

saltcoats@coop.co.uk 

  

A.W. BLAIR & SONS 

Seabank Street, 
SALTCOATS 

Tel:01294 468238 
  

Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

  

PAUL STEVENSON 
29 Chapelwell Street, 

SALTCOATS 
Tel: 01294  607001 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

WARDEN MOTORS 

(Prop. – Kevin Warden) 
CANAL STREET, 

SALTCOATS 

Tel: 01294 463333 

All types of repairs, 

MOT & Service 

Quality Used Cars 

  

BREEN ROOFING & BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

6 Hill Street, ARDROSSAN 
Tel: 01294 464733 

Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing,  
Roughcasting, Plastering 
- general building works 

  

The Albion Bar 

16 Dockhead Street, 
Saltcoats. 

01294 462436 

  
Well ‘Kent’ faces behind 

and in front of bar! 

Hughes Painting & Decorating 
  

Call for a No Obligation Quotation 
Reliable & Affordable 

Noel Hughes 0777 0599 297 
noelleon67@hotmail.com 

  

ROOFGUARD ROOFING LTD. 
Unit 6, Old QuarryRd,  

STEVENSTON. 
Tel. 01294 850450 

  
Re-Roofing, Roof Repairs, Flat 

Roofs, Rough casting, Fascia, PVC 
Gutters, Cladding, Slating 

Leadwork. 
All advice and estimates free. 

  

ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY    
Tel: 01294 464557 

 
ST. ANTHONY’S PRIMARY  

Tel: 01294 468559  

JAS. CAMPBELL & Co. 
  

Solicitors Notaries Estate Agents 
www.jascampbell.co.uk 

e-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk 
Bank of Scotland Buildings 

57 Dockhead St. Saltcoats 464301/4 
85 Main St. West Kilbride 829599 
76 Princes St. Ardrossan 464131 

  

Eglinton Diner & Fish Fry 
  

28/30 Windmill Street, 
Saltcoats 

01294 601126 
  

Traditional fish teas. 
Lunchtime specials. 
Sit in or carry out. 

  

SPRED 
Suite 3, First Floor, 

Boswell House, 
2-14 Arthur Street, 

Ayr. 
KA7 1QI 

01292 738068 
spredgalloway@talktalk.net 

  

T.O.A. TAXIS 
North Ayrshire LTD. 

Unit G14 The APL Centre 
Stevenston Industrial Estate, 

Stevenston. 
KA20 3LR 

01294 465000 

24 – Hour Coverage 
Callback Facilities 

Ardrossan – Saltcoats - Stevenston 

  

Taylor and Henderson 
51 Hamilton Street, 

Saltcoats. 
KA21 5DX 

01294 464341 
Solicitors: Estate Agents: Financial Ad-

visers. 
www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk 

Offices throughout North Ayrshire 

  

MCKINNON HEWITT 
Solicitors & Notaries 

All Types of Legal Work 
Private House Purchase & Sale; Council 
House Purchase; Re-mortgages; Accident 

Claims; Family Law; Criminal Injuries 
Claims; Wills & Executries. 

Ask about eligibility for Legal Aid. 
First Interview Free. 

(65 East Rd, Irvine –01294 312801) 
Partners: Frances Hewitt & Kathleen Murray 

www.mckinnonhewitt.co.uk 

 

SCIAF 7 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2PR Tel: 0141 354 5555 

http://www.coop.co.uk
mailto:saltcoats@coop.co.uk
http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk

