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First Sunday of Advent  

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE 

Tel No: 01294 463225 

St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com 

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BW 

Tel No: 01294 463461 

St Mary’s Parish website: www.rcsaltcoats.com 

Assisted by Fr Benjamin Mkeri CSSp and Sr Marie Monique & Sr Ursula 

 Canon Matt McManus (Retired)  

St John the Evangelist  
Stevenston  

Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway Charity Registration No: SCO10576 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Saltcoats 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS.  Thank you to those who pay by Standing Order, in order to do so details are available from the 
parish office.  The Diocese also has a facility online where you can contribute to your parish by debit card.  The Link for the 
Diocese page is : http://www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/parish-collections.  Our specific links for St Mary's and St John's can be 
found on either rcsaltcoats or rcstevenston link and follow below the instructions. https://tinyurl.com/rcsaltcoats  
https://tinyurl.com/rcstevenston.  You can also use the QR codes in the same way as web links, which can be found on both 
websites.   Because of Covid-19 our parish/hall income has fallen dramatically so your support is especially appreciated.   

To book a place at Mass in St Mary’s please phone the parish office on 463461 between Monday-Friday 9.30am-2.30pm.  To 
book a place for Mass in St John’s please phone Teresa Thornton on 07564903401 between Monday-Friday 9.30am-2.30pm.  
You will be asked for a contact number in order that Track and Trace can be achieved if necessary.  All Government  
requirements must be fulfilled with sanitising hands, wearing a face covering and sitting in a designated seat to enable social  
distancing.  Most of our Masses are being livestreamed and they can be accessed on both parish websites by clicking on the 
Livestream option.  GOSPEL REFLECTION.  Livestreamed from St John’s on Monday’s at 7pm.   

MASS TIMES:  Please remember to book 

Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s 

Monday   10am Mass 

Tuesday  10am Mass 10am Mass 

Wednesday 10am Mass  10am  Mass 

Thursday  10am Mass  

Friday   10am Mass  Funeral Mass 

Saturday   4.30pm Vigil Mass 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sacrament of Reconciliation by appointment only 

QUIET DAY.  Will take place on Saturday 19th December in St John’s 12-3pm and Sunday 20th December St Mary’s 1-4pm.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions available.  
 

DIOCESE OF GALLOWAY NEWS.  The Advent Edition is now available on the Diocese website and both parish websites.  
Paper copies are also available from the parish office.    
 

ST MARGARET’S CHILDREN AND FAMILY CARE SOCIETY -  VIRTUAL CRIB APPEAL FOR ADVENT 2020.  
Are hosting a 'Virtual Crib Appeal' this Advent. Due to congregation sizes being limited due to Covid19 restrictions the charity 
could lose out on up to £100k in donations made each year by the Catholic community to its Crib Appeal collection boxes. 
 St Margaret’s Virtual Crib is a peaceful, animated crib scene accompanied by a full Christmas Carol Concert from the St  
Andrew's Cathedral Choir. St Margaret's Virtual Crib will be live until the Feast of the Epiphany on their website at  
stmargaretsadoption.org.uk. Donations can be made via the St Margaret’s website or by cheque posted to the charity’s office 
at 26 Newton Place, Glasgow, G3 7PY. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES.  St John’s: 4.30pm & 7pm Vigil Masses and 9.30am & 11am Christmas Day Masses.  St Mary’s: 
5pm & 8pm Vigil Masses and 9am & 11am Christmas Day Masses.  Please note that you will still have to book a place for 
these Christmas Masses.  Booking is essential and the booking system will open from Tuesday 15th December at 9.30am.  You 
can only book for your own household.  If you have a booking for a Christmas Mass you cannot book for the weekend  
Masses to enable other people to attend a Mass close to Christmas 

http://www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/parish-collections
https://tinyurl.com/rcsaltcoats
https://tinyurl.com/rcstevenston


MARY’S MEALS. We have incredible news! Until 31st January 2021, public donations made to our Double The Love appeal 
will be doubled by the UK government, up to £2 million.  Please see parish websites on ways to donate or visit Mary’s Meals 
website.   
 

SCIAF.  Are asking people in Scotland to buy a water filter as a Christmas gift to help families in Ethiopia to protect their  
children from preventable diseases caused by dirty, unsafe water. To give the gift of clean water this Christmas visit 
www.sciaf.org.uk/water .  You can also support the world’s poorest by texting SCIAF 3 to 70085 to donate £3 to SCIAF’s  
Christmas Water appeal.   REAL GIFTS.  Please keep in mind their Real Gifts Appeal as a Christmas present this year.  Please 
see parish websites or visit SCIAF’s website for more information.   
 

CHANA@Christmas.  CHANA (Churches Homelessness Action North Ayrshire)  has teamed up with the Ayrshire based  
charity Night Before Christmas. CHANA is asking people to support Night Before Christmas  by donating to the  Just Giving 
Page  -  https://www.justgiving.com/nb4cc  or people could put cash in an envelope marked CHANA and put it in the church  
collection. It would be good to have all donations by 7th December. Night Before Christmas will provide Christmas boxes for 46 
children under 12, 10 teenagers and 60 adults who are in Supported Accommodation or the Hostel in North Ayrshire. CHANA 
has donated £400. Many thanks to those who have donated to CHANA and to the Just Giving Page. 
 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY  - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE.  Are a Christian Organisation 
that helps people struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt.  This service is free and they can see  
clients face to face at the Connexions centre Irvine or at any office location where strict health & safety guidelines are being met.   
To use us the first step is for a client to call our freephone number which is  0800 328 0006.  Poster on church noticeboards for 
more information. 
 

ST MARY’S SVDP.  If anyone needs or knows of any family who could benefit from a food parcel please contact any member 
of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  The society has access to food and groceries.  All our work is totally confidential.  Please 
phone 07379400568 
 

C.L.A.S.P.  Community Led Action and Support Project.  For details of befriending and digital support service Telephone Liz 
on 07464 206 592 or email liz@clasps.org.uk.  You will then be allocated a Telephone Befriender or a Digital Befriender to give 
you support during this crisis.  Keep Safe. 
 

CAN YOU HELP? Can you help with stewarding people to their seats, helping to clean the church (a requirement after every 
Mass and takes about 20 minutes), or willing to help with live-streaming Mass?  Without people helping to steward or clean our 
churches they will not be open as frequently.  Call the numbers already given if you can assist. 
 

ST MARY’S SVDP.  Please call 07379 400 568.  ST JOHN’S SVDP:  Please call 07498 501 326. 
 

FOOD BANK, STEVENSTON AND SALTCOATS.   Phone the Three Towns Hub on 310000 from 9am to 1pm.   
 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD.  Thinking about Diocesan Priesthood in 2021? The Catholic Church in Scotland is now inviting 
enquiries from those considering applying for seminary. For more information please contact Fr. Martin Chambers by e-mail: 
martin.chambers@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 
DIOCESE WEB PAGE.  GALLOWAYDIOCESE.ORG.UK/FUNDRAISING.  GIVE AS YOU LIVE.  Do you want to help 
the Diocese of Galloway raise even more for FREE?  You can by shopping via Give as you Live Online!  Please follow this link 
www.giveasyoulive.com/join/rc-diocese-ofgalloway-scotland.   
 

AMAZON SMILE.  The prices on amazon smile are the same as on the regular Amazon site. However Amazon donates 0.5% of 
spending to the nominated charity.  This is a good way for those who use Amazon to support diocesan finances at no extra cost.  
Please follow this link  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC010576.  More information can be found on parish websites.   
 

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic 
form or in paper form in the bulletin.   

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 

 

For all the sick in our parishes and those with COVID-19* 
 

Those who have an anniversary: Kathleen Rounce, Thomas 
Harbinson, Gerard Henry, Abbie O’Rourke, Margaret 
McAuliffe, Jim Crawford, Vera Brady (1st), William & Maureen 
McKenna, George Forbes, Larry Poland, Mary Dunn, Bert 
White, Finnegan Family, Joseph McKeever, Deceased members 
of Hutchinson family.  
 

Those who have died recently:  Thomas McCulloch (Wishaw), 
Theresa Loudon, John Finnigan, Isabel Dalton (Irvine), Margaret 
Tracey (Ardrossan), Leo Leonard (Dublin), Kathleen Fraser, 
Irene White (New York), Matthew Anderson, Mary O’Connor 
(Coatbridge), Kenneth McConnell and James (Jimmy) Moriarty. 

THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE  
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: 

 

Anniversaries:  Kathleen Rounce, Thomas Harbinson, 
Gerard Henry, Abbie O’Rourke, Margaret McAuliffe, Jim 
Crawford, Vera Brady (1st), William & Maureen McKenna, 
George Forbes, Larry Poland and Mary Dunn. 
 

Recently deceased:  Thomas McCulloch (Wishaw) 
 

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus  
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission  
Societies). 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK:  13th December 2020;   
Third Sunday of Advent Year B; Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11; 
Psalm Like 1:46-50.53-54; I Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 
1:6-8.19-28 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their 
personal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal 
data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and 
confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent.  A 
fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website.  www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC010576


Neighbouring Parishes:  
 Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063.  Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.   

RC Chaplain at Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals is Deacon Bill Corbett  01292 521208 

Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.  
In an emergency situation ask the nurse on duty for the priest-on-call to be paged. 

   Pope Francis Prayer Intentions December 2020 - For a Life of Prayer -We pray that our personal  
   relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 
    
   Pope Francis on John the Baptist.  The example of Saint John the Baptist invites us to be a Church that is 
   always at the service of the Word of God; a Church that does not want to draw attention to itself, but to  
   Jesus Christ. 

First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11 
‘Console my people, console them’ says for God.  ‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call 
to her that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from 
the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.’  A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the 
wilderness a way for the Lord,  Make a straight highway for our God across the desert.  Let 
every valley be filled in, every  mountain and hill be laid low, let every cliff become a plain, 
and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see 
it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to 
Zion.  Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem.  Shout without fear. Say to 
the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’  Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm sub-
duing all things to him.  The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him.  
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding them against his 
breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes.  The Word of the Lord  

 

PSALM  
R/ Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help 
 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, a voice that speaks of peace, peace for his people.  His help is near for those who 
fear him and his glory will dwell in our land.   R/ 

 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have embraced.  Faithfulness shall spring from the earth and justice look 
down from heaven.   R/ 

 

3. The Lord will make us prosper and our earth shall yield its fruit.  Justice shall march before him and peace shall follow his 
 steps.   R/ 
 
Second Reading:  Peter 3:8-14 
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand years, and a thousand 
years is like a day.  The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being 
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways.  The Day of the Lord will come 
like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will 
be burnt up.  Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for 
the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat.  What we are waiting for is what 
he promised; the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness will be at home.  So then, my friends, while you are 
waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at peace.  The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  It is written in the 
book of the prophet Isaiah:  Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will 
prepare your way.  A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his 
paths straight, and so it was the John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  All Judaea and all the people of Jerusa-
lem made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they con-
fessed their sins.  John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild 
honey.  In the course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals.  
I have baptised you with water, but will baptise you with he Holy Spirit.’ 
 
PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING 
 

In the first reading, Isaiah calls for every valley to be filled in and every mountain to be made low.  What mountains and valleys 
need attention in your own life at this moment? 
 

The psalmist proclaims that in the time of salvation, “Truth shall spring out of the earth.”  What is the place of truth in the spiritual 
life? 
 
In the second letter of St Peter, we are asked to consider “what sort of persons ought you to be / conducting yourselves in holiness 
and devotion.”  What insight do you gain when considering what sort of person God is calling you to be? 
 
John the Baptist tells the gathering crowds that the one who is coming “will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”  Where in your life 
are you in need of the Holy Spirit’s animating fire? 



To advertise in this Bulletin please contact Lorna: 01294 463461 or Margaret: 01294 471545 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with 

the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed, 
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young  

people and vulnerable adults.  

 

 

   

 
Saltcoats Funeralcare 

24 Hour Service ~ Home Visits 
16 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats 

TEL: 01294 469359 
www.coop.co.uk 

saltcoats@coop.co.uk 

  

A.W. BLAIR & SONS 

Seabank Street, 
SALTCOATS 

Tel:01294 468238 
  

Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

  

PAUL STEVENSON 
29 Chapelwell Street, 

SALTCOATS 
Tel: 01294  607001 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

WARDEN MOTORS 

(Prop. – Kevin Warden) 
CANAL STREET, 

SALTCOATS 

Tel: 01294 463333 

All types of repairs, 

MOT & Service 

Quality Used Cars 

  

BREEN ROOFING & BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

6 Hill Street, ARDROSSAN 
Tel: 01294 464733 

Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing,  
Roughcasting, Plastering 
- general building works 

  

The Albion Bar 

16 Dockhead Street, 
Saltcoats. 

01294 462436 

  
Well ‘Kent’ faces behind 

and in front of bar! 

Hughes Painting & Decorating 
  

Call for a No Obligation Quotation 
Reliable & Affordable 

Noel Hughes 0777 0599 297 
noelleon67@hotmail.com 

  

ROOFGUARD ROOFING LTD. 
Unit 6, Old QuarryRd,  

STEVENSTON. 
Tel. 01294 850450 

  
Re-Roofing, Roof Repairs, Flat 

Roofs, Rough casting, Fascia, PVC 
Gutters, Cladding, Slating 

Leadwork. 
All advice and estimates free. 

  

ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY    
Tel: 01294 464557 

 
ST. ANTHONY’S PRIMARY  

Tel: 01294 468559  

JAS. CAMPBELL & Co. 
  

Solicitors Notaries Estate Agents 
www.jascampbell.co.uk 

e-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk 
Bank of Scotland Buildings 

57 Dockhead St. Saltcoats 464301/4 
85 Main St. West Kilbride 829599 
76 Princes St. Ardrossan 464131 

  

Eglinton Diner & Fish Fry 
  

28/30 Windmill Street, 
Saltcoats 

01294 601126 
  

Traditional fish teas. 
Lunchtime specials. 
Sit in or carry out. 

  

SPRED 
Suite 3, First Floor, 

Boswell House, 
2-14 Arthur Street, 

Ayr. 
KA7 1QI 

01292 738068 
spredgalloway@talktalk.net 

  

T.O.A. TAXIS 
North Ayrshire LTD. 

Unit G14 The APL Centre 
Stevenston Industrial Estate, 

Stevenston. 
KA20 3LR 

01294 465000 

24 – Hour Coverage 
Callback Facilities 

Ardrossan – Saltcoats - Stevenston 

  

Taylor and Henderson 
51 Hamilton Street, 

Saltcoats. 
KA21 5DX 

01294 464341 
Solicitors: Estate Agents: Financial Ad-

visers. 
www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk 

Offices throughout North Ayrshire 

  

MCKINNON HEWITT 
Solicitors & Notaries 

All Types of Legal Work 
Private House Purchase & Sale; Council 
House Purchase; Re-mortgages; Accident 

Claims; Family Law; Criminal Injuries 
Claims; Wills & Executries. 

Ask about eligibility for Legal Aid. 
First Interview Free. 

(65 East Rd, Irvine –01294 312801) 
Partners: Frances Hewitt & Kathleen Murray 

www.mckinnonhewitt.co.uk 

 

SCIAF 7 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2PR Tel: 0141 354 5555 

http://www.coop.co.uk
mailto:saltcoats@coop.co.uk
http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk

