Fellowship and Aid to the Christians of the East
(FACE)
The sister agency in the UK of the international charity Œuvre d’Orient
which for the past 170 years has been supporting Eastern Christians in the Middle East
and enabling the survival of Christianity in the Biblical lands.

About our charity
Fellowship and Aid to the Christians of the East (FACE) is a Christian charity which draws on 170 years’
experience of helping Eastern Christians to remain in their homelands – the Biblical lands - where
Christianity was born and first spread. In partnership with our sister agency, Œuvre d’Orient, we enable
people of all faiths and none in the Middle East, North Africa and the Horn of Africa and India (Kerala) to
free themselves from a life of poverty, inequality and injustice. Together with the local Christian
communities, we aim to bring lasting change to those regions through education, healthcare, pastoral
support and community projects. *

Our Mission
We strive to preserve the heritage
of the Eastern Churches so that
Eastern Christians remain a living
testament to the roots, legitimacy
and beneficence of the Christian
presence in Arabic society, and
continue to be mediators of peace
and goodwill in their multi-faith
communities. Whether in times of
peace or war, we support the
work of the patriarchs, major
archbishops,
metropolitans,
bishops, priests and religious of
the Eastern Churches by offering
grant aid to their local projects in
education, health care and
pastoral support - to the benefit of
all, regardless of race and creed.

*The international aid agency, Œuvre d’Orient, based in Paris, is the oldest Catholic charity supporting Eastern Christians in the
Levant.
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Why support Eastern Christians?
Driven out of their homes in Iraq and Syria, violated in Egypt, and often oppressed elsewhere, the survival
of Christianity in the Middle East is in peril. The Eastern Christians suffer, they endure stoically and they
carry on courageously – some to the point of martyrdom. At best, in the more tolerant regimes, they are
treated as second-class citizens. But despite the discrimination, poverty and violence that often surrounds
them, they still wish to remain in their homelands. For over two millennia the Eastern Christians have been
proud custodians of their Biblical lands; they have remained true to their baptism; they have been loyal
followers of Christ; they have been peace-makers bringing goodwill to all men; they have spread the Gospel
to other lands – including our own; and they have always prayed for Western Christians. Now, more than
ever in these troubled times, Eastern Christians need our prayers, solidarity and support.
The Eastern Christians are a small flock,
but one with a great responsibility in the land
where Christianity was born and first
spread…..They are like leaven in the
dough…..Even more than the many
contributions that the Eastern Churches make
in the areas of education, healthcare and social
services, which are esteemed by all, the
greatest source of enrichment in the region is
the presence of Christians themselves.
Pope Francis
(Letter of Pope Francis to the Christians in the Middle
East – Advent, 2014)

So we are called on to help them as their brothers and sisters in Christ.
The survival of Eastern Christians depends on our support and our solidarity.
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Our Values
•

FACE is a Christian charity which is inspired by the Word of God, Catholic Social Teaching and the
traditions of the Catholic Church.

•

FACE lives out Christ’s message of love through devotion and humble service to Eastern Christians.

•

FACE believes in the power of prayer to guide and strengthen its mission; to express solidarity with
those who suffer because of their devotion to Christ and his Church; and to grow pastoral bonds
between Western and Eastern Christians.

•

FACE believes in the sanctity of life; in human life as a gift from God; in the dignity of the individual;
in the right of each individual to liberty, equality, justice and well-being; in reverence for Nature;
and in the protection of the Earth’s resources.

•

FACE believes in the freedom of belief, thought, expression of every person, not only as individuals
but also as members of a community.

•

FACE believes that the protection of places of worship is a duty for all.

•

FACE, in serving Eastern Christians, supports the multi-faith communities in which the Eastern
Christians live - to the benefit of all, regardless of race or creed.

•

FACE strives for an end to poverty through education, healthcare and welfare support.

•

FACE promotes unity and reconciliation in the Middle East.

•

FACE strives to enable and strengthen ecumenical and interreligious relations, as well as to build
peaceful and harmonious community relations.

•

FACE is inspired by the courage and devotion of Eastern Christians, who remain loyal to Christ in
the face of oppression and persecution, by their Christian witness to the love of God and neighbour,
their trust in Divine Providence, their embrace of peace and goodwill between all peoples, and their
perseverance in Hope.
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What we do
FACE devotes itself exclusively to supporting Eastern Christians in the Middle East, North Africa, the Horn
of Africa and India (Kerala) so that Eastern Christians may remain in their homelands - if they so desire.
FACE has exclusive access to Œuvre d’Orient’s networks in the Middle East, North Africa and the Horn of
Africa, including its close links to the patriarchs, major archbishops, metropolitans, bishops and religious of
the Eastern Catholic Churches. *
FACE delivers grant aid directly to specific projects which have been proposed and approved by the local
Christian communities in conjunction with Œuvre d’Orient; which are managed by the local dioceses and
religious communities, and which are monitored and evaluated by Œuvre d’Orient and FACE.

FACE’s projects enable Eastern Christians:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to rebuild their homes and communities
to educate their children
to create employment opportunities
to secure the maintenance of their churches, schools, hospitals and care homes
to promote ecumenical and interreligious relations
to be peacemakers and mediators in their multi-faith communities
to be a force for good in bridging divisions between the different faiths of the region
to strengthen the pastoral bonds with Western Christians.

EDUCATION PROJECTS
More than 400 institutions across the Middle East, including primary and secondary schools and places of
higher education, are supported in order:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

to provide school places and
meals for children from socially
disadvantaged families
to rebuild, repair and maintain
school buildings
to purchase teaching
equipment
to pay teaching staff
to provide French and English
language teaching
to offer further education
opportunities
to provide vocational training

FACE also offers a resource in the UK to parishes, schools and other places of learning by way of
publications, talks and media work, in order to bring Western Christians to a greater awareness and
understanding of the Eastern Churches and Eastern Christians.

* The international aid agency, Œuvre d’Orient, based in Paris, is the oldest Catholic charity supporting Eastern Christians in the Levant.
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HEALTHCARE and WELFARE SUPPORT PROJECTS
Œuvre d’Orient and FACE provide healthcare and
welfare support to over 3 million people in the Middle
East by funding clinics, hospitals, dispensaries, and
care homes for the elderly or disabled.
PASTORAL SUPPORT and COMMUNITY PROJECTS
•

•

•

•

FACE funds the training of priests and religious so
that their dioceses and orders may serve their local
communities.
Œuvre d’Orient and FACE support the re-building
and repair of churches, and the maintenance of
libraries and archives.
FACE strives to preserve the heritage of Eastern
Christians by enabling them to remain in their local
communities, with security and dignity, and by
raising awareness of them in the UK.
FACE endeavours to link Western and Eastern
Christians through diocesan and parish twinning.

400 religious communities supported
23 countries
70 volunteers in the field
1,250 projects per year
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Who are the Eastern Christians?
The Eastern Christians – Copts, Syriacs, Melkites, Maronites, Chaldeans, Armenians, Greek Catholics,
Syro-Malabarians, Syro-Malankarians, Ethiopians and Eritreans – are direct descendants of the early
Christians and trace their roots back to apostolic times.
There are more than 26 million Eastern Christians living in
the Middle East and surrounding regions. For Western
Christians, they provide a direct link to the Early Church,
leading us to the roots of Christianity and showing us,
through their tradition, rite and witness, a living faith in
Christ. In spite of their precarious status in not being fullyfledged citizens in their own lands, they have found a role
as mediators in Arab society and hitherto have made an
important economic contribution through their
professional and communal activities. Where Arab society
is divided by rivalry between communities, the Eastern
Christians have been traditionally leaven in the dough,
guaranteeing peace in a fragile socio-political system. Even
more than the many contributions that the Eastern
Churches make to Arab society in the areas of education,
healthcare and social services, the greatest source of
enrichment in the region is the presence of Christians
themselves.

Our hope
We hope that Eastern Christians may continue to live in their homelands where Christianity was born
and first spread; that through their devotion and witness to Christ they continue to be beacons of love
and compassion to all in their communities, of all faiths and none; that through their courage, endurance
and self-sacrifice they continue to inspire Christians all over the world; and that through their goodwill,
tolerance and friendship they bring peace and reconciliation to those troubled lands.
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