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L = LIVESTREAMED No Gospel Reflection for the next two Monday’s  

Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s 

Monday   10am Mass (L) 

Tuesday  11am  Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 
 

Wednesday 11am Mass (L)  10am Funeral Mass (L) 
Gordon Burns  

Thursday  11am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 

Friday 
 

 
11am Mass (L) 

 10am Mass (L) 
12 Noon Funeral Service  

James Devine  

Saturday  
New Year’s Day 

11am Mass 11am Mass (L) 
No 4.30pm Vigil Mass 

11am Mass (L) 

Sunday  11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L) 

SYNOD TOPIC SEVEN - ECUMENISM: The dialogue between different Christian groups has a special place in the synodal 
journey. What relationships do we have with members of other Christian traditions or denominations? What are the benefits and 
difficulties? How can we take the next step in walking forward with each other? Fr. Stephen Latham has created a short video 
reflection, which is available on the diocesan webpage gallowaydiocese.org.uk/synod-news, and at   https://youtu.be/
ACs7pa69sh4 to help you consider these questions. The diocesan team will be pleased to receive all feedback on these questions 
at synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk, which will also be addressed during parish synod encounters in the coming weeks. 
The Synod Co-ordinators for our parishes are Danny Murray and Mary Theresa Russell for St John’s and Peter Timmons and  
Margaret Millar for St Mary’s.  Details of the consultations will be provided soon.   

COVID-19.  In line with recent Government advice, parishioners are encouraged to take a lateral flow test before attending Mass.  
Please also be aware of social distancing.   

BISHOP NOLAN’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.  The dark cloud of the covid pandemic hangs over our Christmas celebrations. 
The omicron variant means that this year’s Christmas, like last year’s, we cannot celebrate as we might wish. We need, therefore, 
to concentrate on what is most important, which is not the parties or the presents, but the people - the people who are close to us, 
who are dear to us, who care about us. As we sing our carols and hear yet again the story of the birth of Jesus, may we also  
appreciate how close God is to us in the good and the bad events of life, and how much God cares for us. This Christmas may God 
give peace and remove our anxieties and worries, may God give us joy as we appreciate all our blessings, and may God give us 
hope as we step forward into the coming new year.    +William Nolan, Bishop of Galloway 

Canon Martin, Fr Benjamin, Canon Matt and Srs Ursula and Marie Monique wish you a Very Happy New Year 

http://gallowaydiocese.org.uk/synod-news
https://youtu.be/ACs7pa69sh4
https://youtu.be/ACs7pa69sh4
mailto:synod@gallowaydiocese.org.uk


GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their 
personal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal 
data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and 
confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent.  A 
fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website.  www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr 

JUSTICE AND PEACE SPECIAL COLLECTION.  Will 
be taken up from next weekend. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS.  Fr Benjamin passed his driving test 
this week.   
 

THANK YOU. Canon Martin, Fr Benjamin, Canon Matt, Sr 
Ursula and Sr Marie Monique thank you for all your Good 
Wishes, Cards and Gifts at Christmas. 
 

THANK YOU. To all who helped prepare our Churches for 
Christmas—the continued work of cleaners and stewards is much appreciated.   
 

NEW WEEKLY COLLECTION ENVELOPES.  Are still available at St John’s.  If you wish to pay your collection through 
the bank or gift aid your donation (if you pay tax) there are forms available in the Church. 
 

CRIB.  As usual gifts and items left at the crib in each Church at Christmas will be forwarded from St Mary’s to the Cardinal 
Winning Initiative and from St John’s to Hillhouse Care, Kilmarnock. 
 

SUNDAY TEAS.  There will be no Sunday Teas for the next two weeks.   
 

MONEY COLLECTED AT CRIB.  Will be forwarded to St Margaret’s Children and Family Care Society.   
 

ST MARY’S PARISH OFFICE.  Will be closed until Friday 31st December then again from Monday 3rd January till Friday 7th 
January. Normal office hours will resume on Monday 10th January 2022   
 

GALLOWAY DIOCESE NEWS.  Advent edition available from both church porches or diocesan website. 
 

52ND AYRSHIRE / 1ST SALTCOATS SCOUT GROUP—A PLEA FOR HELP.  We find ourselves in a position where we 
need YOUR help desperately so that Scouting can continue here in Saltcoats.  We need people to work with the young people in 
the Beavers (aged 6 – 8), the Cubs ( aged 8 – 10 ½ ) and the Scouts (aged 10 ½ - 14). We also need someone to manage the group, 
someone who would support the leaders.  If you think you can help in any way please get in touch with Pat Campbell 01563 
526325 or Margaret Craik 07747770687.   Please see poster in church and parish hall noticeboard and parish website for more 
information. 
 

CHANA.  The Lunch Club meets in the Kirkgate every Friday.    
 

2022 PARISH DIARIES.  £1 from both church stalls.     
 

“IN GOD’S IMAGE VERSION 2.  The Safeguarding instruction of the Scottish Catholic Church has been revised and is now 
available for download, either by visiting bcos.org.uk/InGodsImageV2, or by scanning the QR code on the poster at the back of 
the church. It is important that everyone with Safeguarding responsibilities in our parish communities has a copy of IGIv2. If you 
are unable to download a copy, please contact the diocesan office who will be able to assist.  
 

ST MARY’S SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568. ST JOHN’S SVDP. Please call 07498 501 326.  
 

FOODBANK STEVENSTON.  St John's Hall from 4pm to 5pm on Wednesdays. 
 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that 
helps people struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to 
face at the Connexions centre, Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006.  

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 

 

For all the sick in our parishes and those with COVID-19*  
 

Special Intention: Alex & Betty Allan (Diamond Wedding 
Ann), Sp Int, SPC Communities—London, Preston & Dublin 

 

Those who have an anniversary: Owen Conlan, Michael  
Boylan & deceased members of the Boylan & Dillon families, Fr 
Peter Murphy, Peter Cartwright, Patrick McCann, Elizabeth  
Turbet, Robert & Jean Wylie, Peter & Rose Finnegan, Jessie 
Burns (3rd),William Martin, William Meechan Snr & Deceased 
family members, Rosario & Franscesca Raffermati, Patrick 
Monaghan, Annie McKernon, Kathleen (Kitty) Boyle, Tom 
McKay, John Dolan, Jimmy Gailey,  Sr Anne Delahunt, Mairi 
Grier, Bessie Delahunt,   
 

Christmas Remembrance:  Cathie McGuire, Peter  
Finnegan, Jacky McMurdo, Jimmy & Rachael Cairnie, Lewis & 
Morag McLaughlin, John Monaghan, Joe & Sarah Murray, John 
& Janet Collins & deceased family members, Derrick  
Whitehead, Kane & Murchie family, Fr James McHugh, Gerard 
Monaghan and Arthur Smyth. 
 

Those who have died recently: Noel Hughes, Phil Shore,  
Michael McCabe, Ian Gilchrist, Bried Carr (England), Nora 
McMutrie (Oxfordshire), Frances Dougan (Carluke), Bishop 
John Cunningham,  Brian Molloy, Mary Gallagher (Airdrie), 
Sarah McLaughlin, Frank Slaven (Wishaw), Karen Lee, Allan 
Coyle, Edward Divers, Sheila McLellan, Catherine Tomelty, 
Jean White, Noel Hughes, Dougie Scott and Alan McCormack.  

THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE  
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: 

 
 

 

Anniversaries:  Owen Conlan, Michael Boylan & deceased 
members of the Boylan & Dillon families, Fr Peter Murphy, 
Peter Cartwright, Patrick McCann, Elizabeth Turbet, Robert 
& Jean Wylie, Peter & Rose Finnegan, Jessie Burns (3rd), 
 

Christmas Remembrance:  Cathie McGuire, Peter  
Finnegan, Jacky McMurdo, Jimmy & Rachael Cairnie, Lewis 
& Morag McLaughlin and John Monaghan. 
 

Recently deceased: Noel Hughes, Phil Shore, Michael 
McCabe and Ian Gilchrist.  
 

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus  
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission  
Societies)  

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK:  The Epiphany of the Lord; Isaiah 
60:1-6; Psalm 71; Ephesians 3:2-3a.5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 



Neighbouring Parishes:  
 Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063.  Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.   

Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.  
In an emergency situation ask the nurse on duty for the priest-on-call to be paged. 
Fr Stephen McGrattan is hospital chaplain for Crosshouse, assisted by IHM sisters  

Rev Robert Mackie is chaplain for Ayr hospital. 

First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6. 12-14 
The Lord honours the father in his children, and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons.  Whoever 
respects his father is atoning for his sins, he who honours his mother is like someone amassing fortune.  
Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of his own, he shall be heard on the day when he 
prays.  Long life comes to him who honours his father, he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedi-
ence to the Lord.  My son, support your father in his old age, do not grieve him during his life.  Even if 
his mind should fail, show him sympathy, do not despise him in your health and strength; for kindness to 
a father shall not be forgotten but will service as reparation for your sins.   The Word of the Lord 

PSALM  
R/ O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! 
 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways!  By the labour of your hands you shall eat.  You will be happy and 
 prosper.   R/ 
 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; your children like shoots of the olive, around your table.   R/ 
 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord.  May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life!    R/ 
 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:12-21 
You are God’s chosen race his saints; he loves you, and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility,  
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins.  The Lord has forgiven you; now you 
must do the same.  Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love.  And may the peace of Christ reign in 
you hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as parts of one body.  Always be thankful.  Let the message of Christ, in 
all its richness, find a home with you.  Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom.  With gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God: and never say or do anything except in the name of  the Lord Jesus, giving thanks go 
God the Father through him.  Wives, give away to your husbands, as you should in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives and treat 
them with gentleness.  Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord.  Parents, never drive 
your children to resentment or you will make them feel frustrated.    The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52 
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover.  When he was 
twelve years old, they went up for the feast as usual.  When they were on their way home after the feast, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it.  They assumed he was with the 
caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they went to look for him among their relations and 
acquaintances.  When they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere.  
Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking 
them questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at his intelligence and his replies.  They 
were overcome when they say him, and his mother said to him, “My child, why have you done this to 
us?  See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.”  “Why were you looking for me?”  
he replied, “Did you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?”  But they did not under-
stand what he meant.  He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their  
authority.  His mother stored up all these things in her hearts.  And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, 
and in favour with God and men.   
 
 

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING 
 

Imagine Jesus as a peer in your high school.  How do you think he would have been received?  Would you have been friends? 
 
Have you ever had a conflict with a parent or authority figure because of misunderstood communication?  How does it feel to know 
Jesus had the same interaction with his parents? 
 
What do you consider the “house of the Lord,” and how do you choose to “dwell” there in everyday life?  Is it the physical church?  A 
moment of prayer and meditation? A garden or walk? 

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for December.  “Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they 
be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  (We need creative people who proclaim the Gospel, 
but who proclaim it neither with a mute nor with a loudspeaker, but rather with their life, with gentleness, with a new language, and  
opening new ways" the Pope  said.) 
 

“Perfect families do not exist. This must not discourage us. Quite the opposite. Love is something we learn; love is something we live; 
love grows as it is “forged” by the concrete situations which each particular family experiences. Love is born and constantly devel-
ops amid lights and shadows. Love can flourish in men and women who try not to make conflict the last word, but rather a new op-
portunity. An opportunity to seek help, an opportunity to question how we need to improve, an opportunity to discover the God who is 
with us and never abandons us. Pope Francis 
 

The Bible in a Year Podcast.  This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast app. 
 

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or in 
paper form in the bulletin 



To advertise in this Bulletin please contact Lorna: 01294 463461 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with 

the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed, 
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young  

people and vulnerable adults.  

 

SCIAF 

7 West Nile Street 

Glasgow  

G1 2PR  

 0141 354 5555 

 
 

  

A.W. BLAIR & SONS 

Seabank Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294 468238 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

  

PAUL STEVENSON 

29 Chapelwell Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294  607001 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

WARDEN MOTORS 

(Prop. – Kevin Warden) 
CANAL STREET 

SALTCOATS 

 

01294 463333 

All types of repairs 

MOT & Service 

Quality Used Cars 

  

BREEN ROOFING & BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

4b Castlehill Yard 

Hill Street 

ARDROSSAN 

 
01294 464733 

Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing,  
Roughcasting, Plastering 
- general building works 

  

The Albion Bar 
16 Dockhead Street 

Saltcoats 
 

01294 462436 
  

Well ‘Kent’ faces behind and in 
front of bar! 

Hughes Painting & Decorating 

 Call for a No Obligation Quotation 
Reliable & Affordable 

 
Noel Hughes 0777 0599 297 

noelleon67@hotmail.com 

  

ROOFGUARD ROOFING LTD. 
Unit 6, Old Quarry Road  

STEVENSTON 
 

01294 850450 
 

Re-Roofing, Roof Repairs, Flat 
Roofs, Rough casting, Fascia, PVC 

Gutters, Cladding, Slating 
Leadwork. 

All advice and estimates free. 
 

  

ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY  
Morrison Avenue 

Stevenston  
KA20 4HH   

01294 464557 
 

ST. ANTHONY’S PRIMARY  
Dykesmains Road 

Saltcoats 
01294 468559  

 

JAS. CAMPBELL & Co. Ltd 
 Solicitors Notaries Estate Agents 

www.jascampbell.co.uk 
e-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk 

Bank of Scotland Buildings 
57 Dockhead St. Saltcoats 464301/4 
85 Main St. West Kilbride 829599 
76 Princes St. Ardrossan 464131 

  

Eglinton Diner & Fish Fry 
  

28/30 Windmill Street 
Saltcoats 

 
01294 601126 

  
Traditional fish teas. 
Lunchtime specials. 
Sit in or carry out. 

  

SPRED 
Suite 3, First Floor 

Boswell House 
2-14 Arthur Street 

Ayr 
KA7 1QI 

01292 738068 
spredgalloway@talktalk.net 

  

T.O.A. TAXIS 
North Ayrshire Ltd 

Unit G14 The APL Centre 
Stevenston Industrial Estate 

Stevenston 
KA20 3LR 

01294 465000 
24 – Hour Coverage 
Callback Facilities 

Ardrossan – Saltcoats - Stevenston 

  

Taylor and Henderson 
51 Hamilton Street 

Saltcoats 
KA21 5DX 

 
01294 464341 

 
Solicitors and Estate Agents 

www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk 
Offices in Saltcoats, Irvine,  

Kilwinning and Largs 
 

  
If you would like to advertise 
in this space please contact 

Lorna on 01294 463461 

http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk

