
18th December 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A  

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE 

Tel No: 01294 463225 

St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com 

  Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BW 

  Tel No: 01294 463461 

St Mary’s Parish website: www.rcsaltcoats.com 

and Sr Marie Monique & Sr Ursula  

Canon Matt McManus (Retired)  

St John the Evangelist  
Stevenston  

Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway Charity Registration No: SCO10576 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Saltcoats 

L = LIVESTREAMED 

Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s 

Monday   10am Mass (L) 

Tuesday  10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 

Wednesday 10am Mass (L)  10am Mass (L) 

Thursday 10am Funeral Mass 
Margaret Williams  

10am Eucharistic Service  10am Mass (L) 

Friday 11am Mass  10am Mass (L)  

Christmas Eve 6pm Vigil Mass  4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 

Christmas Day 10.30am Mass 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L) 

GOSPEL REFLECTION.  Livestreamed Monday at 7pm. SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION.  On request 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.  No exposition for 2 weeks. 

SYNOD NEWS.   “Pope Frances has always stressed that the Synodal process is all about listening, and it is about making sure 
that all people are welcomed and accepted in the Church.  We must “enlarge our tents”  to be more inclusive and accepting.” Fr 
Willie McFadden, Diocesan Administrator 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES.  Monday at 7pm in St Peter’s; Tuesday at 7pm in St John’s and Wednesday at 2pm in St 
Mary’s  

NEW YEAR MASSES.  St John’s 6pm Vigil Mass (31st) and 10.30am Mass (1st)  St Mary’s 4.30pm Vigil Mass (31st) and 
10am Mass (1st)    

QUIET DAY.  Today in St Mary’s 3pm-5pm.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Reconciliation available.   

Please remember the following death in your prayers 
Margaret Williams RIP 

Anna Wilson RIP 
Donnie McMillan RIP 

Margaret’s Prayers of Reception and Funeral Mass will take place on Thursday at 10am in St John’s and then Greenock Crematorium.  
Donnie’s Prayers of Reception and Funeral Mass will take place on Wednesday 28th at 10am in St Mary’s.  Followed by Cremation in  

Clyde Coast and Garnock Valley Crematorium. 
Anna’s Prayers of Reception and Funeral Mass will take place on Wednesday 4th January at 10am in St Mary’s.  Followed by Burial in 

Hawkhill Cemetery. 
 

+May they rest in peace+ 

A Happy and Blessed Christmas to all  

Christmas Greetings from Canon Martin, Canon Matt, Sr Ursula and  Sr  
Marie Monique  

CAROL SERVICE.  Before both Vigil Masses 



GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their 
personal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal 
data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and 
confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent.  A 
fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website.  www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr 

SOUP AND A CHAT.  St John’s will reopen again on  
Monday 9th January 2023.  St Mary’s will be closed after this 
Wednesday until Wednesday 11th January 2023. 
 

CRIB.  As usual gifts and items left at the crib in each Church at Christmas will be forwarded from St Mary’s to the Cardinal 
Winning Initiative and from St John’s to Hillhouse Care, Kilmarnock. 
 

300 CLUB.  Congratulations to the winners of the Christmas Draw.  No 123—K. Murphy £100; No 172—A Hughes £50 and No 
107 L.W. Clark £25.  Thank you to all members for their continual support.  £800 has been transferred to Church Funds.   
 

CHANA.  Thank you so much for the donations to CHANA's Christmas appeal  for the Night Before Christmas Charity
(NB4CC). NB4CC will provide gifts for 10 babies, 76 children, 36 teenagers and 60 adults who are in Supported  
Accommodation  in North Ayrshire this Christmas.   
 

ECUADOR TRUST NEWSLETTER—DECEMBER 2022.  Can be found on the parish website or the parish office for a paper 
copy.   
 

MARGARET (MILLAR) BLANCH.    Would like to thank parishioners for the many cards, prayers, flowers and gifts  
received during her illness in the past year and wishes everyone a happy Christmas and New Year.   
 

SAFEGUARDING MATTERS NEWSLETTER.  December 2022 issue is available on the parish website.  Or copies available 
from the parish office. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAKE RAFFLE—ST MARY’S.  The draw for prizes will take place after 10am Mass today.  All proceeds will 
go to the Guyana Mission.   
 

ARRAN VIEW NURSING HOME CAROL SERVICE. Arran View today at 2pm.  Everyone welcome. 
 

HOGMANAY CEILIDH IN AID OF UKRAINE APPEAL.  Hogmanay Ceilidh on Saturday 31st December  7.30pm - 1am.  
There are a few tickets left if anyone still interested.   If so phone Michael 07813650411 or Lisa 07988609078 
 

CATHEDRAL SERVICE OF ADVENT READINGS AND CAROLS. In St Margaret’s Cathedral this coming Wednesday at 
7.30pm. All welcome.  
 

YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE. Youth for Lourdes 2023. Are recruiting for young people aged 4th year to 23 years to join the 
diocesan Youth for Lourdes team. The pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from 3rd-10th July 2023 and the approximate cost is 
£650 per person. The YfL group will fly with the diocesan pilgrimage this time. World Youth Day 2023. Are recruiting to join 
us in preparing and participating in the next international World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from 26th July - 9th August 2023. 
The approximate cost £750 per person. Open to young people aged 16-25 years by time of departure. For more information please 
see poster on noticeboards, visit the parish website or contact Youth for Lourdes directly.  
 

SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498 501 326 for St John’s.  
 

FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.  

THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE  
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: 

Special Intention:  To all parishioners and Clergy 
 

Christmas Remembrance:  Pllu family, O’Meara family, 
Meechan & McCafferty families, Kane, Murchie and 
McHugh families, Joe & Sarah Murray, Derrick Whitehead, 
John Whitehead and Arthur Smyth. 
 

Anniversaries:   William Meechan Snr, John Conti Gilchrist, 
Mary Ramsay, Annie McKernon, Agnes (Cameron) 
McCaffery, William Martin, Patricia MacNamara, Jimmy 
Gailey and Kathleen (Kitty) Boyle.  
 

Recently deceased:  Anna Wilson, Agnes Devine, Mary 
Donnelly (Fr Gerard Donnelly’s Mum—Funeral Mass will 
take place  in Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary Church, Girvan, 
on Wednesday 21st at 12 noon) Margaret Williams, Donnie 
McMillan. Patrica (Pat) Power (Giffnock) and Brendan 
Clarke (Norwich). 
 
 
 

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus  
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission  
Societies) . 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 

 

For all the sick in our parishes and those with COVID*  
 

Special Intentions: To all parishioners and Clergy 
 

Christmas Remembrance:  Pllu family, O’Meara family,  
Meechan & McCafferty families, Kane, Murchie and McHugh 
families, Joe & Sarah Murray, Derrick Whitehead, John  
Whitehead and Arthur Smyth. 
 

Those who have an anniversary: William Meechan Snr, John 
Conti Gilchrist, Mary Ramsay, Annie McKernon, Agnes 
(Cameron) McCaffery, William Martin, Patricia MacNamara, 
Jimmy Gailey, Kathleen (Kitty) Boyle, Cecilia Monaghan, John 
McNamara, Michael McCabe (1st), James Patrick & Margaret 
Ann Gallagher, Deceased member of  Monaghan & Gallagher 
families, Abbie O’Rourke, Margaret McAuliffe, Laura  
Cambridge, Patrick Monaghan, Margaret Monaghan, Philip 
Burns, Mary Dunn, Wullie Henry, Jean Martin, Owen Conlan 
and Betty Freeman.    
 

Those who have died recently: Anna Wilson, Agnes Devine, 
Mary Donnelly (Fr Gerard Donnelly’s Mum—Funeral Mass will 
take place  in Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary Church, Girvan, on 
Wednesday 21st at 12 noon) Margaret Williams, Donnie  
McMillan. Patrica (Pat) Power (Giffnock) , Brendan Clarke 
(Norwich), Adam King, Peggie Duffy, Margaret Williams,  
Margaret Austin, Alice Kane (Castlemilk), Betty Drysdale 
(Paisley), Andrew Coleman, Kerry White, Ralph Piacentini,  
Terry McConville (Ireland), Peter Flynn, Grace Kelly Finnigan, 
Effie MacIsaac (South Uist) and Hugh Conway 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK:  The Nativity of the 
Lord—Solemnity Year A: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 97;  
Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 



Neighbouring Parishes:  
 Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063.  Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.   

Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on request.  For 
general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at stephenmcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 
01563 521832.  For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 
on 01655 882145.  For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call. 

First Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-14 
Once again the Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, “Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming 
either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.”  “No,” Ahaz answered “I will not put the 
Lord to the test.”  Then he said: “Listen now, House of David: are you not satisfied with trying the 
patience of men without trying the patience of my God, too?  The Lord himself, therefore, will give 
you a sign.  It is this : the maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call 
Immanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with us’.”  The Word of the Lord 
 

PSALM:  23 
 

R/  Let the Lord enter!  He is king of glory 
 

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world and all its peoples.  It is he who set it on the seas; on the waters he made it 
 firm.   R/ 
 

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?  Who shall stand in his holy place?  The man with clean hands and pure heart, who 
 desires not worthless things. R/ 
 

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord and reward from the God who saves him.  Such are the men who seek him, seek the 
 face of the God of Jacob.  R/ 
 

Second Reading:  Romans 1:1-7 
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good News that God 
promised long ago through his prophets in the scriptures.  This news is about the Son of God who, according to the human nature he 
took, was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, 
was proclaimed Son of God in all his power through his resurrection from the dead.  Through him we received grace and our apostolic 
mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his name.  You are one of these nations, and by his call  
belong to Jesus Christ.  To you all, them, wo are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ send grace and peace.   The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-25 
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born.  His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they came to 
live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a man of 
honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally.  He had made up his mind to be 
this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of  David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit.  She will give 
birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.”  
Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, a name which means “God-is-with-us”.  When  
Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.     
 

PROMPTS FOR FAITH SHARING 
 

Where have you noticed God this Advent? 
 

Where might God have been present in ways you failed to recognise? 
 

What hopes for your faith journey do you bring into the Christmas season? 
 

How will you receive hospitality during the upcoming holidays?  How could you practice hospitality? 

ONLINE PRAYER EVENT FOR YOUNG CATHOLIC ADULTS AGED 20-40.  Join us for a post-Christmas rosary and  
reflection via Zoom on Tuesday 27th December at 8pm-8:30pm. Our events are a great opportunity to meet and socialise with other 
young adults. For more info and tickets email: 2040network@gmail.com.   
 
COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy and food costs. 
Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.  
 

Pope Francis; Prayer Intentions for December - for Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organisations.  We pray that volunteer non-profit organisations 
committed to human development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation.   
 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD.  The Diocese of Galloway is now inviting enquiries from those considering applying for seminary.  For more  
information please contact Fr. Martin Chambers at:  martin.chambers@gallowaydiocese.org.uk   
 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that helps people  
struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to face at the Connexions centre, 
Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006 

 

The Bible in a Year Podcast.  This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast app. 
 

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or in paper form in 
the bulletin. 

mailto:stephenmcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
mailto:benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk


PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with 

the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed, 
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young  

people and vulnerable adults.  

SCIAF 
7 West Nile Street 

Glasgow 

G1 2PR  

 

 0141 354 5555 
 

  

A.W. BLAIR & SONS 

Seabank Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294 468238 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

  

PAUL STEVENSON 

29 Chapelwell Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294  607001 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

WARDEN MOTORS 

(Prop. – Kevin Warden) 
CANAL STREET, SALTCOATS 

 

01294 463333 

All types of repairs 

MOT & Service 

Quality Used Cars 

  

BREEN ROOFING & BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

4b Castlehill Yard, Hill Street 

ARDROSSAN 
 

01294 464733 
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing,  

Roughcasting, Plastering 
- general building works 

  

The Albion Bar 
16 Dockhead Street 

Saltcoats 
 

01294 462436 
  

Well ‘Kent’ faces behind and in 
front of bar! 

 

Hughes Painting & Decorating 

 Call for a No Obligation Quotation 
Reliable & Affordable 

 
Noel Hughes 0777 0599 297 

noelleon67@hotmail.com 

  

ST. ANTHONY’S PRIMARY  
Dykesmains Road 

Saltcoats 
KA21 6DE 

 
01294 468559  

 

  

ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY  
Morrison Avenue 

Stevenston  
KA20 4HH   

 
01294 464557 

 

JAS. CAMPBELL & Co. Ltd 
 Solicitors Notaries Estate Agents 

www.jascampbell.co.uk 
e-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk 

Bank of Scotland Buildings 
57 Dockhead St. Saltcoats 464301/4 
85 Main St. West Kilbride 829599 
76 Princes St. Ardrossan 464131 

  

Eglinton Diner & Fish Fry 
  

28/30 Windmill Street 
Saltcoats 

 
01294 601126 

  
Traditional fish teas. 
Lunchtime specials. 
Sit in or carry out. 

  

THREE TOWNS YOGA 
Friendly, down-to-earth yoga classes 

for all levels including complete  
beginners. Move and breathe -  

feel calmer, stronger, more flexible, 
balanced and relaxed. 

Contact Steph to book. 
07470435735 

threetownsyoga@gmail.com 
www.threetownsyoga.com 

  

SPRED 

Suite 3, First Floor,  
Boswell House 

2-14 Arthur Street 
Ayr 

KA7 1QI 
01292 738068 

spredgalloway@talktalk.net 

  

Taylor and Henderson 
51 Hamilton Street 

Saltcoats 
KA21 5DX 

 
01294 464341 

 
Solicitors and Estate Agents 

www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk 
Offices in Saltcoats, Irvine,  

Kilwinning and Largs 
 

  

To advertise in 
this Bulletin 

please contact 
Lorna: 01294 

463461 

http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
mailto:threetownsyoga@gmail.com
http://www.threetownsyoga.com
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk

