
12th February 2023 
Sixth Sunday of Year A  

Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE 

Tel No: 01294 463225 

St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com 

 Parish Priest:  Canon Martin Poland 
St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BW 

 Tel No: 01294 463461 

St Mary’s Parish website: www.rcsaltcoats.com 

and Sr Marie Monique & Sr Ursula  

Canon Matt McManus (Retired)  

St John the Evangelist  
Stevenston  

Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway Charity Registration No: SCO10576 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Saltcoats 

L = LIVESTREAMED 

Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s 

Monday   10am Mass (L) 

Tuesday  10am Mass (L) 
6pm Reception  
Mary McInulty 

10am Mass (L) 

Wednesday 10am Eucharistic Service 10am Funeral Mass (L) 
Mary McInulty  

10am Mass (L) 
 

Thursday  10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 

Friday 10am Eucharistic Service 10am Funeral Mass (L) 
Robert Wilson  

10am Mass (L)  

Saturday   4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 

Sunday  11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L) 

GOSPEL REFLECTION.  Livestreamed Monday at 7pm.     
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION.  3.45pm-4.15pm in St Mary’s and Saturday 10.30am-11am in St John’s. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.  St Mary’s Tuesday 9.30am-10am.  St John’s Friday 10.30am-11am 

Please remember the following deaths in your prayers 
Mary McInulty RIP 
Robert Wilson RIP 
Thomas Smith RIP 

Jean Kane RIP 
Mary’s Prayers of Reception will take place on Tuesday at 6pm in St Mary’s.   

Funeral Mass on Wednesday at 10am.  Followed by burial in High Road Cemetery. 
Robert’s Prayers of Reception and Funeral Mass will take place on Friday at 10am in St Mary’s. 

Followed by burial in Hawkhill Cemetery. 
Thomas’ Prayers of Reception will take place on Monday 20th February at 6pm in St John’s.   

Funeral Mass on Tuesday 21st at 10am.    
Followed by Cremation in Clyde Coast and Garnock Valley Crematorium. 

Jean’s Funeral Service will take place on Friday 24th February at 10.30am in St Mary’s.   
Followed by burial in Ardrossan Cemetery 

 

+May they rest in peace+ 

SYNOD NEWS.  Two hundred delegates from across Europe are meeting  in Prague this week for the last stage of regional 
discussions in the Synod. June Clunie ( Paisley) and Sr Anna Marie McGuan RSM (St Andrews & Edinburgh) delivered the 
Synod statement from the Bishops' Conference of Scotland. (youtube.com/watch?v=hY1tXn3oVpI). Bishop Brian McGee of 
Argyll and the Isles is leading the Scottish Delegation at the Continental Synodal Assembly in Prague with Fr Gerard 
Maguiness, General Secretary of the Bishops' Conference. The continental stage of the Synod is organised by the Council of 
European Bishops' Conferences, in collaboration with the Czech Bishops' Conference and the Archdiocese of Prague.    



GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their 
personal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal 
data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and 
confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent.  A 
fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website.  www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr 

THE RITE OF ELECTION.  Takes place in St Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr on Sunday 26th February at 3pm for those 
joining the Church at Easter. 
 

FAMILY BINGO.  Will take place on Friday 24th March at 7pm for 7.30pm in St Mary’s hall to raise funds for Youth for 
Lourdes.  Tickets £2/adult and £1/child and will be available from Teresa Burns (07983228457), St Mary’s parish office or at the 
door on the night.  Donations for prizes would be appreciated and can be handed into the parish office or contact Teresa. 
 

THE DIOCESAN WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE SICK MASS.  Will be held today at 4pm in St Margaret's  
Cathedral, Ayr.  The Hospitalité looks forward to welcoming you, if you wish to be anointed please make yourself known to a 
member of the Hospitalité team on arrival.  Following Mass there will be refreshments in the hall and the AGM of Galloway 
Lourdes Hospitalité.  Any adult pilgrimage volunteers should attend St Margaret's Hall from 2-3.30pm for our sign-up, PVG and 
safeguarding session. 
 

SOUP AND A CHAT.  St John’s Monday’s  at 11.30am till 1.30pm in St John’s Hall and St Mary’s on Wednesday’s  at 11.30am 
till 1.30pm in St Mary’s Hall.  Please note that this coming Wednesday St Mary’s Soup and Chat will be open from 10.30am 
until 12 Noon to allow for funeral teas.    
 

SPRED GALLOWAY.  Would like to invite you to the following events: Valentine Get Together - this coming Wednesday 
10.30am -1pm at Tesco, AYR, Community Room -Bring your own mug and join in the fun and friendship.   Pancake Day –a  
joyful celebration in St Margaret’s Church Hall from 11am - 2pm.  Enjoy a sweet treat before Lent begins. No Charge.  
(donations gratefully received).  For further information contact:  Annie Steven on 01292 738068;  
email: Annie.Steven@spredgalloway.org.uk; website: www.spredgalloway.org.uk or  facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/
SPREDGalloway  
 

GALLOWAY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2023.  3rd July 2023, 7 nights flying from Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport for £949/person.  For bookings and more information please see posters on church noticeboards or contact Joe Walsh 
Tours 0808 1890468 or email info@joewalshtours.co.uk.   
 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE – OCTOBER 2023.  Fr David Borland is putting together a small group Pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land from October 15th – 22nd 2023, flying with British Airways from Glasgow to Tel Aviv via London Heathrow. The cost of 

the Pilgrimage is approximately £1,850 per pilgrim (exact fare will depend on the price of the airfare at your time of booking) 

based on two people sharing a twin room for 7 nights on a half-board basis in three star hotels. Single rooms are limited in 

 number and unfortunately carry a supplement of £440. For more information on how to book please visit www.rcayr.org.uk/

pilgrimage or email Fr. David on david.borland@gallowaydiocese.org.uk The earlier you book then the lower the price as airfares 

only increase as we get nearer the departure date! 
 

YOUTH PILGRIMAGES. The diocesan Youth Ministry Office is delighted to offer opportunities for the young people across 
the parishes to participate in the Youth for Lourdes group, travelling with the diocesan pilgrimage 3rd-10th July 2023 or the 
World Youth Day event in Lisbon, Portugal 30th July till 8th August 2023. Open to young people aged from 4th year upwards. 
For more information contact Fr Jim on: youth@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or telephone 01387 252603. 
 

SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498 501 326 for St John’s.  
 

FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.  
 

OVER 50’S DISCOVERY AWARDS.  See posters in both church porches.  

THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE  
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: 

 

Special Intentions: John Ross (RIP), Sick Intentions, Special 
Intention for parishioners and Special Intentions. 
 

Anniversaries:   Mary Ann & Con McGeehan, Albert  
Garrett, Peter Finnegan, Pat Maxwell, Anne Hughes, Patrick  
Joseph Hamilton, Tommy Murray, Margaret Nellis (25th) and  
Moira Grant. 
 

Recently deceased:  Tony Natzk, Robert Wilson, Pat Quinn, 
Jean Kane, Cathie McColgan (Cardonald), Louise Paton, 
John McLaughlin, Roy Ferguson, Mary McInulty, Peter  
Monaghan and Margaret Dempsey “St James”  
(Glasgow).  
 

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus  
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission  
Societies) . 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 

For all the sick in our parishes and those with COVID*  
 

Special Intention:  John Ross (RIP), Sick Intentions, Special 
Intention for parishioners, Special Intentions, William & Grace 
Lundie (RIP Wed Ann) 
 

Those who have an anniversary:  Mary Ann & Con 
McGeehan, Albert Garrett, Peter Finnegan, Pat Maxwell, Anne 
Hughes, Patrick Joseph Hamilton, Tommy Murray, Margaret 
Nellis (25th), Moira Grant, Patsy Reid, Agnes Hazelton, Michael 
Boyd (5th), Pat Monan Jnr, Bernie Doyle (5th), James Farrell, 
Margaret Meechan Snr and deceased family members, Joseph 
McGarvey, John Girvan, Elizabeth Dunwoodie, Ellen Jane  
Harbinson and Hugh Melaney.   
 

Those who have died recently: Tony Natzk, Pat Quinn, Louise 
Paton, John McLaughlin, Roy Ferguson, Peter Monaghan and 
Margaret Dempsey “St James” (Glasgow), Angela Coyne, Mary 
McInulty, Jean Kane, Bobby Hay, Anne Kennedy, Maurice Grig, 
Isabel Higgins (Boylan), Robert Wilson, Fran Blake, Catherine 
McColgan (Cardonald), Annie Gallagher, Donald Campbell and 
Jan Collings (England). 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK:  Seventh Sunday Year A: 
Leviticus 19:1-2. 17-18; Psalm 102; I Corinthians 3:16-23; 
Matthew 5:38-48 

http://www.rcayr.org.uk/pilgrimage
http://www.rcayr.org.uk/pilgrimage
mailto:david.borland@gallowaydiocese.org.uk


Neighbouring Parishes:  
 Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063.  Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.   

Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on request.  For 
general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at stephenmcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 
01563 521832.  For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or 
on 01655 882145.  For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call. 

First Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20 
If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to behave faithfully is within your power.  He has set fire and water before you; put out 
your hand to whichever you prefer.  Man has life and death before him; whichever a man likes better will be given him.  For vast is the 
wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing.  His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes every action of man.  He never  
commanded anyone to be godless, he has given no one permission to sin.   The Word of the Lord 
 

PSALM: 118 
R/  They are happy who follow God’s law! 
 

1. They are happy whose life is blameless, who follow God’s law!  They are happy those who do his will, seeking him with all 
 their hearts.  R/  
 

2. You have laid down your precepts to be obeyed with care.  May my footsteps be firm to obey your statutes. R/ 
 

3. Teach me the demands of your statues and I will keep them to the end.  Train me to observe your law, to keep it with my heart. 
 R/ 
 

Second Reading:  I Corinthians 2:6-10 
We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the masters of our age, 
which are coming to their end.  The hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined to be 
for our glory before the ages began.  It is a wisdom that none of the masters of this age have ever known, or they would not have  
crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind 
of man, all that God has prepared for those who love him.  These are the very things that God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for 
the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of God.   The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:17-37 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not imagine that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets.  I have come not to abolish them but 
to complete them.  I tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until 
its purpose is achieved.  Therefore, the man who infringes even one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same will be considered the least in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps them and teaches them will be considered great in 
the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the 
kingdom of heaven.  You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill, and if anyone does kill he must answer for it 
before the court.  But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother will answer for it before the court; if a man calls his  
brother ’Fool’ he will answer for it before the Sanhedrin; and if a man calls him ’Renegade’ he will answer for it in hell fire.  So then if 
you are bringing your offering to the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there 
before the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother first, and then come back and present your offering.  Come to terms with your 
opponent in good time while you are still on the way to the court with him, or he may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the 
officer, and you will be thrown into prison.  I tell you solemnly, you will not get out till you have paid the last penny.  You have learnt 
how it was said: You must not commit adultery.  But I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye should cause you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to 
lose one part of you than to have your whole body thrown into hell.  And if your right hand should cause you to sin, cut it off and throw 
it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body go to hell.  It has also been said: Anyone who 
divorces his wife must give her a writ of dismissal.  But I say this to you: everyone who divorces his wife, except for the case of  
fornication, makes her an adulteress; and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  Again, you have learnt how it was 
said to our ancestors: You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord.  But I say this to you: do not swear at all, 
either by heaven, since that is God’s throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, since that is the city of the great 
king.  Do not swear by your own head either, since you cannot turn a single hair white or black.  All you need say is ’Yes’ if you mean 
yes, ’No’ is you mean no; anything more than this comes from the evil one.”   
 

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING 
 

Which of Jesus’s commands in this gospel is most challenging to you here and now? 
How could letting go of internal sins such as anger and lust enable you to live more wholeheartedly as a disciple of Jesus? 
What moral teachings of the church do you struggle with? Is there anything that could help you see them as a loving invitation to a life 
of wholeness? 

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for February 2023.  We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may increasingly become  
communities of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need. 
 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that helps people  strug-
gling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to face at the Connexions centre, Irvine or 
at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006. 
 

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy and food costs. 
Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.  
 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD.  The Diocese of Galloway is now inviting enquiries from those considering applying for seminary.  For more  
information please contact Fr. Martin Chambers at:  martin.chambers@gallowaydiocese.org.uk   
 

The Bible in a Year Podcast.  This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast app. 
 

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or in paper form in 
the bulletin. 

mailto:stephenmcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
mailto:benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk


PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with 

the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed, 
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young  

people and vulnerable adults.  

SCIAF 
7 West Nile Street 

Glasgow 

G1 2PR  

 

 0141 354 5555 
 

  

A.W. BLAIR & SONS 

Seabank Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294 468238 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

  

PAUL STEVENSON 

29 Chapelwell Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294  607001 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

WARDEN MOTORS 

(Prop. – Kevin Warden) 
CANAL STREET, SALTCOATS 

 

01294 463333 

All types of repairs 

MOT & Service 

Quality Used Cars 

  

BREEN ROOFING & BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

4b Castlehill Yard, Hill Street 

ARDROSSAN 
 

01294 464733 
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing,  

Roughcasting, Plastering 
- general building works 

  

The Albion Bar 
16 Dockhead Street 

Saltcoats 
 

01294 462436 
  

Well ‘Kent’ faces behind and in 
front of bar! 

 

Hughes Painting & Decorating 

 Call for a No Obligation Quotation 
Reliable & Affordable 

 
Noel Hughes 0777 0599 297 

noelleon67@hotmail.com 

  

ST. ANTHONY’S PRIMARY  
Dykesmains Road 

Saltcoats 
KA21 6DE 

 
01294 468559  

 

  

ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY  
Morrison Avenue 

Stevenston  
KA20 4HH   

 
01294 464557 

 

JAS. CAMPBELL & Co. Ltd 
 Solicitors Notaries Estate Agents 

www.jascampbell.co.uk 
e-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk 

Bank of Scotland Buildings 
57 Dockhead St. Saltcoats 464301/4 
85 Main St. West Kilbride 829599 
76 Princes St. Ardrossan 464131 

  

Eglinton Diner & Fish Fry 
  

28/30 Windmill Street 
Saltcoats 

 
01294 601126 

  
Traditional fish teas. 
Lunchtime specials. 
Sit in or carry out. 

  

THREE TOWNS YOGA 
Friendly, down-to-earth yoga classes 

for all levels including complete  
beginners. Move and breathe -  

feel calmer, stronger, more flexible, 
balanced and relaxed. 

Contact Steph to book. 
07470435735 

threetownsyoga@gmail.com 
www.threetownsyoga.com 

  

SPRED 

Suite 3, First Floor,  
Boswell House 

2-14 Arthur Street 
Ayr 

KA7 1QI 
01292 738068 

spredgalloway@talktalk.net 

  

Taylor and Henderson 
51 Hamilton Street 

Saltcoats 
KA21 5DX 

 
01294 464341 

 
Solicitors and Estate Agents 

www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk 
Offices in Saltcoats, Irvine,  

Kilwinning and Largs 
 

  

To advertise in 
this Bulletin 

please contact 
Lorna: 01294 

463461 

http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
mailto:threetownsyoga@gmail.com
http://www.threetownsyoga.com
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk

