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Day St John's St Mary’s St Peter’s
Monday S —— _— 10am Mass (L)
Tuesday — 10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L)
Wednesday 10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L)
Thursday _ 10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L)
Friday 10am Mass (L) —_— 10am Mass (L)
Saturday S 4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L)
Sunday 11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L)

L =LIVESTREAMED GOSPEL REFLECTION. Livestreamed Monday at 7pm.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION. 3.45pm-4.15pm in St Mary’s and Saturday 10.30am-11am in St John’s.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. St John’s Friday 10.30am-11am
STATIONS OF THE CROSS. During Lent. St Mary’s—9.30am every Tuesday and St John’s—7pm every Friday

SYNOD NEWS. The General Secretariat of the Synod has invited the Synods of the Eastern Catholic Churches, Episcopal
Conferences and Marian Shrines to celebrate a moment of prayer on Wednesday 31st May 2023, the liturgical memorial of
the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the end of the Marian month, to entrust to Mary, Mother of the Church, the
work of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops.

CHRISM MASS IN ST MARGARET’S CATHEDRAL, AYR. Will be celebrated by Archbishop Nolan on Tuesday 4th
April at 7.30pm. A sign up sheet is available at the back of both churches for those wishing transport. The coach will leave St
Mary’s at 6.30pm and St John’s at 6.45pm. The cost will be £5 per person.

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions March 2023 - For victims of abuse; may they find within the Church herself a concrete
response to their pain and suffering.

SCIAF. A Special Collection will take place at all masses this weekend, this will be the second collection taken after
Communion. Envelopes are available for those who wish to Gift Aid their donation. Bishop McGee’s letter will also be read at
all masses.

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY. Happy Mothering Sunday to all the ladies in both parishes

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICES. St Peter’s, Ardrossan—Monday 27th March at 7pm; St Mary’s, Saltcoats— Tuesday
28th March at 2pm and St John’s, Stevenston—Wednesday 29th March at 7pm

SOUP AND A CHAT. St Mary’s on Wednesday’s at 11.30am till 1.30pm in St Mary’s Hall.

Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway Charity Registration No: SCO10576



THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE
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Special Intentions and Mothers Day Intentions: Elizabeth For all the sick in our parishes

Murchie (RIP) and Margaret Kane (RIP) ] . . .
Special Intentions and Mothers Day Intentions: Elizabeth
Anniversaries: Connell Thomas, Philip Burns (3rd), Agnes § Murchie (RIP) and Margaret Kane (RIP).

Kelly and Margaret Peacey. Those who have an anniversary: Connell Thomas, Philip

Recently deceased: Gertie Turner, Thomas Smyth, Rodger [} Burns (3rd), Agnes Kelly, Margaret Peacey, Elizabeth Melaney,

Smyth, John Joseph Cleary and Sally McCulloch (Wishaw) Bridie & Dan Reid, Cathrine Girvan, John Dunwoodie, William
H. McCann, Sarah Crawford, Patrick Hamilton Jnr, Ellen

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus McGarvey, Bridget MacDonald, Billy Convery and Margaret
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission McGee.
Societies) .

Those who have died recently: Gertie Turner, Thomas Smyth,
Rodger Smyth, Sally McCulloch (Wishaw), Margaret Motris,
READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: Fifth Sunday in Lent Year || Moira White (Craig), John Joseph Cleary (New York), Helena

A: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8:8-11; John Tierney, Rebecca Clyde, Tommy Cusak, Celia McVarrie
11:1-45 (Kilbirnie), Ned Coogan (Ireland) and William Potts.

ST MARY’S AND ST JOHN’S CHURCH COLLECTION AND STANDING ORDER INCOME FOR JANUARY AND
FEBRUARY 2023. StJohn’s Church Collections £1,857.87; Standing Orders £925.00 for January. Church Collections
£2,416.23; Standing Orders £1017.00 for February. St Mary’s Church Collections £1,499.61; Standing Orders £2,309.00 for
January. Church Collections £3,457.70; Standing Orders: £2,297.00 for February. Thank you.

GALLOWAY DIOCESE NEWS. Copies of the Lent Edition are available in both Church porches.

FAMILY BINGO. Will take place this coming Friday (24th) at 7pm for 7.30pm in St Mary’s hall to raise funds for Youth for
Lourdes. Tickets £2/adult and £1/child and will be available from Teresa Burns (07983228457), St Mary’s parish office or at the
door on the night. Donations for prizes would be appreciated and can be handed into the parish office or contact Teresa.

ST. MARY’S WEEKLY ENVELOPES. New sets of weekly offering envelopes are now available from the Sacristy or the
parish office. If you are a tax payer and wish to Gift Aid your collection please consider doing so-it makes such a difference.
Please contact the parish office.

ST MARY’S SVDP. Are looking for a TV. If you are able to help please contact any member.

DRUMALIS. There are 5 spaces available for this trip which will depart Carinryan on 19th May and return on 21st May. For
further information and to book a space please contact Anne Brennan on 07933787003.

MINISTRY. Opportunity to take part in ministries in the Church and in the parish. For more information please complete the
form available and return it as soon as possible.

PARISH HALLS. To book any of our halls please call the Parish Office on 463461 for St Mary’s and Michael Lafferty on
461234 for St John’s. Please note booking form has to be completed to confirm your booking.

SUNDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES—ST JOHN’S HALL,STEVENSTON—SUNDAY 16th APRIL 7pm. The way a
father heads overseas to recover the body of his estranged son who died while traveling the "El Camino de Santiago," and decides
to take the pilgrimage. People have been walking the Camino de Santiago trail for well over a thousand years. The trail starts in
France and stretches for close to eight hundred kilometres. This spiritual journey ends at the site of the remains of St James, an
apostle of Jesus. Today there are hundreds of thousands of people who walk the path or parts of, to seek something new in their
lives. Rating - 12. Length - 2 hours.

TABLE TOP SALE. In support of the local Sea Queen Gala Day this coming Sunday (26th) 1.30pm-3.30pm in St Mary’s Hall.
Body Shop, tombola, Cain’s chutneys and home baking, face painting, art and crafts. Tea/Coffee will be available. All welcome.

GALLOWAY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2023. 3rd July 2023, 7 nights flying from Glasgow Prestwick
Airport for £949/person. For bookings and more information please see posters on church noticeboards or contact Joe Walsh
Tours 0808 1890468 or email info@joewalshtours.co.uk.

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE - OCTOBER 2023. Fr David Borland is putting together a small group Pilgrimage to the Holy
Land from October 15" — 22" 2023, flying with British Airways from Glasgow to Tel Aviv via London Heathrow. The cost of
the Pilgrimage is approximately £1,850 per pilgrim (exact fare will depend on the price of the airfare at your time of booking)
based on two people sharing a twin room for 7 nights on a half-board basis in three star hotels. Single rooms are limited in
number and unfortunately carry a supplement of £440. For more information on how to book please visit www.rcayr.org.uk/
pilgrimage or email Fr. David on david.borland@gallowaydiocese.org.uk The earlier you book then the lower the price as airfares
only increase as we get nearer the departure date!

SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498 501 326 for St John’s.
FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their
personal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal
data, provided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and
confidentially in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent. A
fuller Privacy Notice is now available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr
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First Reading: I Samuel 16:1. 6-7. 10-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king
among his sons.” When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands there before
him,” but the Lord said to Samuel, “Take no notice of his appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not see as man
sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the hearts.” Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse,
“The Lord has not chosen these.” he then asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” He answered, “There is still one left, the
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.”
Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, “Come, anoint him, for this is
the one.” At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on
David and stayed with him from that day on. The Word of the Lord

PSALM: 22
R/ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

l. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful
waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. R/

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You
are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me comfort. R/

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. R/

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in complete
goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness
but exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything
exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 9:1-41

As Jesus went along he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over
the eyes of the blind man and said to him, “Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam” (a name that means “sent”). So the blind man went off
and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, “Isn’t
this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “Yes, it is the same one.” Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” The man
himself said, “I am the man.” They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a Sabbath day when Jesus made
the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, “He put a paste on my eyes,
and I washed, and I can see.” Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others
said, “How could a sinner produce signs like this?” And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again,
“What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?” “He is a prophet.” replied the man. Are you trying to
teach us,” they replied, “and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!” And they drove him away. Jesus heard they had
driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Sir,” the man replied, “tell me who he
is so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.” The man said, “Lord,

I believe,” and worshipped him.

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING

. Where might there be a pocket of blindness in your own life? How could you invite God in to heal it?

. What are your real values in life—where do you really spend your time, attention, energy, and money? Do any of these conflict
with who you profess to be?

o Does anything about God’s work in these readings make you uncomfortable? How might that be a call to action.

READ THE PASSAGE I suggest that today, when you return home, you take the Gospel of John and read this passage from Chapter nine. It will do
you good, because you will thus see this road from blindness to light and the other evil road that leads to deeper blindness. Let us ask ourselves
about the state of our own heart? Do I have an open heart or a closed heart? Is it opened or closed to God? Open or closed to my neighbour? Pope
Francis.

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary'’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy and food costs.
Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.

The Ignatian Spirituality Centre are delighted again this year to run an online Lent retreat and to provide a free App and free booklets to those that
would like them. Retreat details and how to get the booklets can be seen here: https://www.iscglasgow.co.uk/lent23.html. (You can view the retreat
on www.onlineprayer.net/saints)

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that helps people strug-
gling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to face at the Connexions centre, Irvine or
at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006.

The Bible and Catechism in a Year Podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz. This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast app.

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or in paper form in
the bulletin.

Neighbouring Parishes:
Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063. Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.
Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on request. For
general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at stephenmcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on
01563 521832. For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or
on 01655 882145. For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call.
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PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with
the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed,
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young

people and vulnerable adults.



http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
mailto:threetownsyoga@gmail.com
http://www.threetownsyoga.com
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk

