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Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE
Tel No: 01294 463225

St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com

& Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
: maw = : St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BW
SRR HERE Tel No: 01294 463461
e e St Mary’s Parish website: www.rcsaltcoats.com ‘
St John the €vangglist and Sr Ursula and Sr Anna Our Lady Star of the Sea
Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s
Monday 10am Funeral Mass (L)
Jim Conlan
Tuesday —_— 10am Eucharistic Service 10am Mass (L)
Wednesday _— 10am Eucharistic Service 10am Mass (L)
Thursday E— 1pm Funeral Mass (L)
Peter Fitzpatrick 10am Mass (L)
Friday _— 10am Eucharistic Service 10am Mass (L)
Saturday _ 4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L)
Sunday 11.30am Mass 10am Mass (L)
In Church Hall 6pm Prayers of Reception 10.30am Mass (L)
Peter Higgins
L =LIVESTREAMED GOSPEL REFLECTION. Livestreamed Monday at 7pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION. On request.
ROSARY. During October. Will take place in St Mary’s on Tuesday this week at 7pm

SYNOD NEWS. Cardinal Grech, General Secretary of the Synod, insists that there can be no authentic Synod without pray-
er. The Synod is not a Parliament but a spiritual experience where the Will of God is sought. "For the Church, on the eve of a
new phase in the synodal journey, that the presence of the Gospel, alive and at work in her, may make her like the vineyard in
the parable, a vital place where all men and women who seek meaning in their life find a place, a word, and a breath of
hope."

ST JOHN’S REFURBISHMENT. Mass in St John’s will take place in the parish hall this Sunday at 11.30am while the
upgrade to St John’s Church takes place in this 60th Anniversary Year of the present building. If necessary funerals can take
place in either St Mary’s, Saltcoats or St Winin’s, Kilwinning during the time of the upgrade. The cost of these works will come
from our Building Fund but we will need to replenish the Building Fund for any future works—therefore fundraising is
important.

Please remember the following deaths in your prayers
Peter Fitzpatrick RIP
Prayers of Reception and Funeral Mass will take place on Thursday (5th) at 1pm in St Mary’s
Followed by burial in Ardrossan Cemetery
Peter Higgins RIP
Prayers of Reception will take place on Sunday (8th) at 6pm. Funeral Mass on Monday (9th) at 10am in St Mary’s
Followed by burial in Hawkhill Cemetery
+ May they rest in peace +

DIOCESE ANNUAL MISSION APPEAL. The Spiritans (Holy Ghost Fathers) will visit our parishes this weekend and
there will be a Special Collection for their ministry.
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THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE
FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

Anniversaries: Joe O’Rourke, Eileen Higney, Margaret Ann
Gallagher (Monaghan), Sean Pentleton, Mary & Andrew For all the sick in our parishes

B hn Wil Rose McKay. .
rown, John Wilson and Rose McKay Those who have an anniversary: Joe O’Rourke, Eileen

Recently deceased: Jimmy McGhee, Jim Conlan, Peter Higney, Margaret Ann Gallagher (Monaghan), Sean Pentleton,

Higgins, Peter Fitzpatrick and Frances Donnelly. Mary & Andrew Brown, John Wilson, Rose McKay, Kate &
Harry Nellis, Betty Ross, Agnes Dickie, John Smith, Anne

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus Lafferty, William Fraser and William Hazelton.

Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission

Societies). Those who have died recently: Jimmy McGhee, Jim Conlan,

Frances Donnelly, Peter Higgins, Anne Taylor (Glasgow), Jamal
Aslam, Peter Fitzpatrick, Mary McAvoy, Ronnie McGurk,
Robert Wright (Kilmarnock) and Cathie Wilson (Kilwinning).

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: Twenty Seventh
Sunday Year A:lsaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 79; Philippians 4:6-9;
Matthew 21:33-43

300 CLUB. Congratulations to the winners of the September draw. No 115 A. Anderson £30 and No 174 S. Egan £20. New
envelopes are now available.

SYCAMORE PART 3. Following on from previous successful sessions, our Sycamore Programme will recommence in St Mary’s
for four weeks in October i.e. 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th. We meet in the Parish hall on Tuesdays from 12.30 to 2pm. Each meeting
comprises a short film and some time for informal discussion. Meetings are held in a spirit of friendship, welcome and openness,
free from fear of judgement and pressure. Sign up sheets will be available in the porch or by contacting our Parish co-ordinator Julie
Breen (07877741739). Or simply turn up on any of the dates and receive a warm welcome.

ARDROSSAN CEMETERY MASS. Will take place on Sunday 5th November at 2pm in Ardrossan Cemetery.
ST JOHN’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY PENS. Are on sale from the stall for £2
READERS FROM ST. JOHN’S. On Wednesday and Friday readers from St. John’s at weekday Mass.

HELPERS REQUIRED FOR PREPARING FOR THE SACRAMENTS. Helpers will be required soon for Primary 4 children
preparing for the Sacraments: (a) for the After School Club at St. Mary’s and (b) Saturday Club at St. John’s.

YOUTH EVENING, ST MATTHEW’S, KILMARNOCK. Next Sunday (8th), beginning with Mass at 6pm. All welcome. Free
transport available, please see poster on noticeboard for details.

SOUP AND CHAT. In St Mary’s parish hall every Wednesday from 11.30am-1.30pm. All welcome.

ST MARY’S CHURCH CLEANERS. We currently only have 4 volunteers who clean our church. If you can spare 1-2hrs
every Thursday (after Mass) we would love to hear from you. If we get enough volunteers we could have teams and this would
mean only volunteering every other week. Please contact Canon Martin, the parish office or just come along on a Thursday.

ST MARY’S AND ST JOHN’S SUNDAY TEAS. Takes place after Sunday Masses in the parish halls.

MINISTRY. Opportunity to take part in ministries in the Church and in the parish. For more information please complete the form
available and return it as soon as possible.

PARISH HALLS. To book any of our halls please call the Parish Office on 463461 for St Mary’s and Michael Lafferty on 461234
for St John’s. Please note booking form has to be completed to confirm your booking.

SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498 501 326 for St John’s. Please call 07825 726 904 for St
Peter’s.

FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.

ASSISTED SUICIDE. Please contact your MSP to inform them about the dangers of assisted suicide. We should be improving
palliative care in Scotland and caring for vulnerable people. Please visit rcpolitics.org/assistedsuicide for more information.

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for October - For the Synod; “We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue as
a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit to go out to the whole world.”

TWITTER ACCOUNT. Has started so that members can be up-to-date on parish events and other news. The Twitter handle is
@stmarysstjohns for those who wish to follow it.

ST JOHN’S LIVESTREAM. Sunday Masses will not be livestreamed at the moment and will recommence after
refurbishment works have been completed.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their per-
sonal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, pro-
vided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and confidentially
in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent. A fuller Privacy
Notice is now available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr




First Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-28

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: “You object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen,
you House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? When the upright man
renounces his integrity to commit sin and dies because of this, he dies because of the evil that he himself has
committed. When the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding and honest, he deserved to live. He has
chosen to renounce all his previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not die.” The Word of the Lord.
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PSALM: 24

R/ Remember your mercy, Lord

1. Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God my
saviour. R/

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have shown from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth. In your

love remember me, because of your goodness, O Lord. R/

3. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those who stray, he guides the humble in the right path; he teaches his way
to the poor. R/

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and
sympathy, then be united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose and a common mind. That is the one
thing which would make me completely happy. There must be no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-
effacing. Always consider the other person to be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but everybody
thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus: His state was divine, yet he did not
cling to his equality with God but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men are; and being as all men are,
he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all
other names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. The Word of the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, “What is your opinion? A man had two sons.
He went and said to the first, ‘My boy, you go and work in the vineyard today.” he answered, ‘I will not
go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. The man then went and said the same thing to the second
who answered ‘Certainly, sir’ but did not go. Which of the two did the father’s will?”” “The first,” they
said. Jesus said to them, “I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the
kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe
him, and yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused to think better of it
and believe in him.

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING

. Do you identify more with the first or second son in Jesus’s parable? Do you feel frustrated or relief at this gospel passage?

. Do you identify more with the chief priests and elders that Jesus addresses or tax collectors and prostitutes whose place in the
kingdom he affirms? Why do you think that is?

. In what ways do you feel you succeed in answering the second reading’s call to look out for the interests of others? In what

ways could you improve?

He anxiously awaits our “yes” In today’s Gospel, the one who makes the best impression is the first brother, not because he said
“no” to his father, but because after his “no” he converted to “yes”, he repented. God is patient with each of us: He does not tire,
He does not desist after our “no”; He leaves us free even to distance ourselves from Him and to make mistakes. Thinking about
God's patience is wonderful! How the Lord always waits for us; He is always beside us to help us,; but He respects our freedom.
And He anxiously awaits our “yes”, so as to welcome us anew in His fatherly arms.... Pope Francis

R.C.I.A. Anyone interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith or joining the Church should contact the parish office or
Canon Martin.

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy
and food costs. Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.
CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that

helps people struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to
face at the Connexions centre, Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006

The Bible and Catechism in a Year Podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz. This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast
app.

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or
in paper form in the bulletin.

Neighbouring Parishes:
Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063. Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.
Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on
request. For general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at
stephenmcgrattan(@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01563 521832. For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin
Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01655 882145. For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain
please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call.
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Contact Steph to book.
07470435735
threetownsyoga@gmail.com
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SPRED
Suite 3, First Floor,
Boswell House
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Ayr
KA7 1QI
01292 738068
spredgalloway(@talktalk.net
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51 Hamilton Street
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this Bulletin
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01294 463461

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with
the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed,
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young

people and vulnerable adults.
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