29th October 2023
Thirtigth Sunday of Year (1

Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE
Tel No: 01294 463225

St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com

& Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
: St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BW : e
H Tel No: 01294 463461 —
— X X g M%
= ' St Mary’s Parish website: www.resaltcoats.com - :
St John the €vangglist and Sr Ursula and Sr Anna Our Lady Star of the Sea
Canon Matt McManus (Retired) Saltcoats
Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s
Monday 10am Funeral Mass (L)
Patricia Clarke
Tuesday 7pm Vigil Mass 10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L)
All Saints Day 11am Mass 9.30am Mass in St Anthony’s PS 10amMass (L)
Wednesday with St John’s PS 7pm Mass (L) 7pm Mass (L)
All Souls Day 7pm Mass 10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L)
Thursday
Friday 10am Mass (L) - 10am Mass (L)
Saturday 4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L)
Sunday 11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L)

L =LIVESTREAMED

GOSPEL REFLECTION. Livestreamed Monday at 7pm this week
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION. 3.45pm-4.15pm in St Mary’s and Saturday 10.30am-11am in St John’s.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. St Mary’s Tuesday 9.30am-10am and St John’s Friday 10.30am-11am

SYNOD NEWS. "The Church also needs to listen to the laity, women and men, all called to holiness by virtue of their
baptismal vocation: to the testimony of catechists, who in many situations are the first proclaimers of the Gospel; to the
simplicity and vivacity of children, the enthusiasm of youth, to their questions, and their pleas; to the dreams, the wisdom and
the memory of elderly people. The Church needs to listen to families, to their educational concerns, to the Christian witness
they offer in today's world. She needs to welcome the voice of those who want to be involved in lay ministries and to
participate in discernment and decision-making structures." From the Letter published at the end of the Synod in Rome
on Wednesday ( Full text can be found https://www.synod.va/en.html)

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY. Thank you for responding to Missio Scotland’s World Mission Sunday Appeal last weekend.
Your donations and prayers will go towards supporting the work of our missionaries worldwide. Furthermore, your example, like
that of our missionaries all over the world, will serve as an inspiration to others to live out their Baptismal mission and play their
part in the universal Church. Thanks to your generosity, Missio Scotland has been able to send much-needed funds totalling
millions down throughout the years to support a great number of projects across the five continents. Thank you once again.
There is still time to contribute to this collection.

www.missioscotland.com. www.facebook.com/missioscotland Tel: 01236 449774

ALL SAINTS DAY / ALL SOULS. This coming Wednesday is All Saints Day and a Holy Day of Obligation, Mass in St
John’s at 7pm Vigil and 11am (with St John’s Primary School); Mass will be said in St Anthony’s Primary School at 9.30am
with Mass in St Mary’s at 7pm. All Souls Masses will be 10am in St Mary’s and 7pm in St John’s.

TWITTER ACCOUNT. Has started so that members can be up-to-date on parish events and other news. The Twitter handle is
(@stmarysstjohns for those who wish to follow it.

Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway Charity Registration No: SCO10576




THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE
FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

Special Intention: 90th Birthday wishes For all the sick in our parishes

Anniversaries: Bobby Fleming, Pat McMenamin, John J & Special Intention: 90th Birthday wishes
Mary McCann, Cathy Murphy (McGurran), Frances & James

Breen, Jimmy Kelly, James Platts, William & Jeanie Smyth, Those who have an anniversary: Bobby Fleming, Pat
Mary Timmons, David Owen Murphy, McMenamin, John J & Mary McCann, Cathy Murphy

) (McGurran), Frances & James Breen, Jimmy Kelly, James
Recently deceased: Fr Paul Graham and Maretta Main Platts, William & Jeanie Smyth, Mary Timmons, David Owen
Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus Murphy, Sarah Murray, Eleanor Harkness, Stephen (Tiney)
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission Brennan, George Lafferty, Charlie Conti, Monica Anne Taylor
Societies). (Reilly), James McCann and Matt Taylor

Those who have died recently: Fr Paul Graham, Maretta Main,
Nancy Robb, Margaret McDermott, Patricia Adamson, Josanna
READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: Thirty First Sunday Shaw, Bridget McWilliam Collins (Bolton), Maureen

Year A: Malachi 1:14-2:2.8-10; Psalm 130; I Thessalonians Stevenson, Jimmy McGhee and Jim Conlan.

2:7-9.13; Matthew 23:1-12

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS. Lists are available for our deceased relatives and friends during the month of November.
Please hand them into St Mary’s parish office or St John’s Sacristy where they will be placed on the Altar during this month. Those
included on the list will be remembered in masses in both churches as well as Canon Matt and Fr McCabe in Cape Town.

ST MATTHEW’S ACADEMY. Pupils will be using St John’s Church and hall on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday this week
under the guidance of the RE Department.

ST JOHN’S PARISH HALL - FUTURE EVENTS. Sunday 26th November - Visit of Wayside club to St John’s for their annual
Christmas party. We are looking for donations of male and female toiletries, gloves, hats, new underwear and socks, and also items
for our raffle (chocolate, sweets, gift sets etc) If you have anything to donate please contact Brenda 07812758415 or Michael
07813650411 or hand into the hall or back of church. Sunday 3rd December - St John’s Christmas / Craft Fayre. If anyone would
like to book a table to sell your own craft goods (£15) per table please get in touch with Brenda 07812758415, Lorna 07833347035
or Michael 07813650411 there are a few tables left. Sunday 31st December - Hogmanay Ceilidh (8pm - lam) in aid of HCPT 207
and the Ukraine appeal. Tickets (£15 each) these are limited so will be sold on a first come first served basis. This was a great night
last year and was sold out early so book now to save disappointment. Contact Michael 07813650411 or Lisa 07988607098

ARDROSSAN CEMETERY MASS. Will take place on Sunday Sth November at 2pm in Ardrossan Cemetery.

HELPERS REQUIRED FOR PREPARING FOR THE SACRAMENTS. Helpers will be required soon for Primary 4 children
preparing for the Sacraments: (a) for the After School Club at St. Mary’s—this Thursday from 3pm-4pm (b) Saturday Club at St.
John’s.

SOUP AND CHAT. In St Mary’s parish hall every Wednesday from 11.30am-1.30pm. All welcome.

ST MARY’S CHURCH CLEANERS. We currently only have 4 volunteers who clean our church. If you can spare 1-2hrs
every Thursday (after Mass) we would love to hear from you. If we get enough volunteers we could have teams and this would
mean only volunteering every other week. Please contact Canon Martin, the parish office or just come along on a Thursday.

ST MARY’S AND ST JOHN’S SUNDAY TEAS. Takes place after Sunday Masses in the parish halls.

MINISTRY. Opportunity to take part in ministries in the Church and in the parish. For more information please complete the form
available and return it as soon as possible.

PARISH HALLS. To book any of our halls please call the Parish Office on 463461 for St Mary’s and Michael Lafferty on 461234
for St John’s. Please note booking form has to be completed to confirm your booking.

SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498 501 326 for St John’s. Please call 07825 726 904 for St
Peter’s.

FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.

ASSISTED SUICIDE. Please contact your MSP to inform them about the dangers of assisted suicide. We should be improving
palliative care in Scotland and caring for vulnerable people. Please visit rcpolitics.org/assistedsuicide for more information.

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for October - For the Synod; “We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue
as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit to go out to the whole world.”

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their per-
sonal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, pro-
vided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and confidentially
in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent. A fuller Privacy
Notice is now available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr




First Reading: Exodus 22:20-26

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the sons of Israel this, “You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, for
you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if
you are harsh with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will
flare and I shall kill you with the sword, your own wives will be widows, your own children orphans. If
you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man among you, you must not play the usurer with him:
you must not demand interest from him. If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it back to
him before sunset. It is all the covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he
sleep in? If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity.”” The Word of the Lord.

PSALM: 17

R/ Tlove you, Lord, my strength

1. I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my saviour. My God is the rock where I take refuge; my shield, my mighty
help, my stronghold. The Lord is worthy of all praise: when I call I am saved from my foes. R/

2. Long life to the Lord, my Rock! Praised be the God who saves me. He has given great victories to his king and shown his love
for his anointed. R/

Second Reading: I Thessalonians 1:5-10

You observed for the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was for your instruction, and you were led to become
imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, in spite of the great opposition all
round you. This has made you the great example to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia since it was from you that the word of the
Lord started to spread—and not only throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread everywhere. We
do not need to tell other people about it: other people tell us how we stared the work among you, how you broke with idolatry when
you were converted to God and became servants of the real, living God; and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he
raised from the dead, to come from heaven to save us from the retribution which is coming. The Word of the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert
him, one of them put a question, “Master, which is the greatest commandment of the Law?” Jesus said,
“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This
is the greatest and the first commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as
yourself. On these two commandments hand the whole Law, and the Prophets also.”

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING
Jesus asks for our whole selves: heart, soul and mind. What parts of yourself do you find challenging to give to God in love?

Which of the church’s moral teachings is most challenging for you right now? Is there a way to see it as an invitation to form your
heart in the love God calls us to? If not, bring this to God, who sits with us in all our suffering.

Choose one of the images for God from the psalm and sit with it for a while. How does it resonate with your usual working image of
God? How does it challenge it or help it to expand?

THE TEST. "This is the test: if [ say “I love God” and do not love my neighbour, it does not work. The verification that I love God
is that I love my neighbour. As long as there is a brother or sister to whom we close our hearts, we will still be far from being
disciples as Jesus asks us. But his divine mercy does not allow us to be discouraged, but rather calls us to begin anew each day to
live the Gospel consistently.” Pope Francis

R.C.I.A. Anyone interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith or joining the Church should contact the parish office or
Canon Martin.

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy
and food costs. Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that
helps people struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to
face at the Connexions centre, Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006

The Bible and Catechism in a Year Podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz. This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast
app.

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or
in paper form in the bulletin.

Neighbouring Parishes:
Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063. Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.
Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on
request. For general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at
stephenmcgrattan(@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01563 521832. For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin
Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01655 882145. For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain
please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call.
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PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with
the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed,
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young

people and vulnerable adults.



http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
mailto:threetownsyoga@gmail.com
http://www.threetownsyoga.com
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk

