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Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE
Tel No: 01294 463225
St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com
Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland =
St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5BW A

St John the €vanggelist , Tel N"} 01294 463461 Our lsady Star of the S¢a
Stdevenston St Mary’s Parish website: www.resaltcoats.com Salteoats

and Sr Ursula and Sr Anna
Canon Matt McManus (Retired)

Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s
Monday 10am Mass (L)
Tuesday 10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L)
Wednesday 10am Mass (L) _— 10amMass (L)
Thursday 10am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L)
Friday 10am Eucharistic Service | 10am Mass with St Anthony’s PS 10am Mass (L)
Saturday —_— 4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L)
Sunday 11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L)
L =LIVESTREAMED | GOSPEL REFLECTION. Livestreamed Monday at 7pm this week |

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION. 3.45pm-4.15pm in St Mary’s and Saturday 10.30am-11am in St John’s.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. St Mary’s Tuesday 9.30am-10am.

SYNOD NEWS. Synodality means listening to those who have been denied the right to speak in society or who feel excluded, even by
the Church; listening to people who are victims of racism in all its forms — in particular in some regions to indigenous peoples whose
cultures have been scorned. Above all, the Church of our time has the duty to listen, in a spirit of conversion, to those who have been
victims of abuse committed by members of the ecclesial body, and to commit herself concretely and structurally to ensuring th at this does
not happen again.

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS. Lists are still available. Please hand them into St Mary’s parish office or St John’s Sacristy where they will
be placed on the Altar during this month. Those included on the list will be remembered in masses in both churches as well as Canon Matt and Fr

McCabe in Cape Town.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES. Wednesday 13th December at 2pm in St Mary’s Saltcoats ; Thursday 14th December at 7pm in St Peter’s
Ardrossan; Friday 15th December at 7pm in St John’s Stevenston.

FIRST RECONCILIATION. Will take place this coming Thursday (30th) at 7pm in St Mary’s Church for pupils from St
Anthony’s and on 12th December at 7pm in St John’s Church for pupils from St John’s.

SCIAF—REAL GIFT OF WATER FOR A VILLAGE. Once again we are taking donations to help raise funds for Water for a Village.
Each village will cost £1,200. Amount raised so far : £521.72.

Please remember the following deaths in your prayers
David McNamara RIP
Larry Burke RIP
David’s Prayers of Reception and Funeral Service will take place on Wednesday 6th December at 1pm.
Followed by burial in high Road Cemetery
Larry’s Prayers of Reception and Funeral Mass will take place on Tuesday 12th December at 10am in St Mary’s.
Followed by cremation in Clyde Coast and Garnock Valley Crematorium
+May they rest in peace+

WELCOME. To the Wayside Club who visit St John’s parish today. (No Sunday teas)
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THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK:

Special Intention: Thanksgiving
Anniversaries: Noel Hughes, Kathleen Poland, John

Hamilton, Bert White and Finnegan family

Recently deceased: Larry Burke, Gordon Wylie, David
McNamara, Mary Hendry (Airdrie), Seamus McGrory
(Birmingham), Clare Hanna (N. Ireland), Robert Wells,
David Kiltie and Daryl George

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission

Maxwell, Hannah Kirk, McConnell & Wylie families, Mary

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE
FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

For all the sick in our parishes
Special Intention: Thanksgiving

Those who have an anniversary: Noel Hughes, Kathleen
Poland, John Maxwell, Hannah Kirk, McConnell & Wylie
families, Mary Hamilton, Bert White, Finnegan family, Jack
Gartland (17yrs), Cathie Pllu, Gerard Pentleton and Francis
McGinn.

Those who have died recently: Larry Burke, Gordon Wylie,
David McNamara, Clare Hanna (N. Ireland), Robert Wells,
David Kiltie, Daryl George, Mary Hendry (Airdrie), Seamus

Societies). McGrory(Birmingham), Catherine O’Connor (Old Kilpatrick),

Matthew Harris (Irvine), Kathleen Chalmers, Agnes Maureen
Orr, John Douglas, Sandra Cassidy, Anne (West) Uwins, Dora
Macalonan (Paisley), Vincent Quinn, Nita Ramsay (Canada) and
Elizabeth Dorrian.

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: First Sunday of Advent
Year B—Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1. 3-8; Psalm 79; I Corinthians
1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37

COMBONI SISTERS. Will visit our parishes next weekend to sell their calendars.

ST JOHN’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL. Will meet this coming Wednesday (29th) at 7pm in St John’s parish house.
NEW WEEKLY COLLECTION ENVELOPES. Are available at St John’s.

ST JOHN’S PENS. Raised a wonderful £117.61.

CALEDONIA NURSING HOME CAROL SERVICE. Will take place on Sunday 17th December at 2pm

ST JOHN’S P4 CHILDREN SATURDAY CLUB. On Saturday 2nd December 10am-12 Noon.

ST JOHN’S PARISH HALL - FUTURE EVENTS. Sunday 3rd December - St John’s Christmas / Craft Fayre. To book a table
(£15) please get in touch with Brenda 07812758415, Lorna 07833347035 or Michael 07813650411. Sunday 31st December -
Hogmanay Ceilidh (8pm - 1am) in aid of HCPT 207 and the Ukraine appeal. Tickets (£15 each) Contact Michael 07813650411 or
Lisa 07988607098

CHURCHES HOMELESS ACTION NORTH AYRSHIRE - Donations of Christmas Gifts. Together with the charity Night
Before Christmas Charity (NB4CC) we hope to give a present to those who are homeless and being supported by North Ayrshire
Council . To donate please visit NB4CC's "Justgiving" page https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Nightbeforechristmascampaign
or putting your donation in an envelope marked "NB4CC" in the church collection.

TESCO (SALTCOATS) FOOD BANK COLLECTION. 30th November to 2nd December. If you can spare a couple of hours
between 10am and 4pm giving out leaflets and encouraging people to donate, please contact Danny on 0797 954 2319. Thank you.

OGGIE! OGGIE! OGGIE! AGAP Theatre present the hit play, “Oggie! Oggie! Oggie!”, a modern energetic twist on the
Confessions of Saint Augustine. For one night only the Show will be performed in St Paul’s Church Hall on Friday 8th December at
7.30 pm. Tickets cost £5 please call 07495 347884 or online at www.oggie-ayr.eventbrite.co.uk (online booking fee applies).
Suitable for age 12+ due to adult themes.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT IN AID OF H.C.P.T LOURDES GROUP 376. Featuring Theresa Morrison, Paul Hume and friends.
Sunday 17th December 2pm in St Peter’s Church. Ticket £6 includes afternoon tea. Tickets available after Sunday morning Mass at
St Peters or phone or text to Esther Coulter 07772433070

THE SCOTTISH CATHOLIC HERITAGE COLLECTIONS TRUST (SCHCT). Is working with the Bishops’ Conference of
Scotland to create a new museum of Scottish Catholic History. We would love your help by spending a few minutes answering a
short survey. The survey can be found at: https://forms.office.com/e/6D7EuBSEvU.

SOUP AND CHAT. In St Mary’s parish hall every Wednesday from 11.30am-1.30pm. All welcome. Will be available in St
John’s in January and February on Monday’s 11.30am-1.30pm. Soup and Chat will close on Wednesday 13th December and
reopen again on Wednesday 10th January 2024.

ST MARY’S CHURCH CLEANERS. Helpers still required on Thursday at 10.30am.
ST MARY’S AND ST JOHN’S SUNDAY TEAS. Takes place after Sunday Masses in the parish halls. There will be no Sunday
Teas available on 24th and 31st December.

PARISH HALLS. To book any of our halls please call the Parish Office on 463461 for St Mary’s and Michael Lafferty on 461234
for St John’s. Please note booking form has to be completed to confirm your booking.

SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498 501 326 for St John’s. Please call 07825 726 904 for St
Peter’s. FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.

X/TWITTER ACCOUNT. Has started so that members can be up-to-date on parish events and other news. The X/Twitter
handle is @stmarysstjohns for those who wish to follow it.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their per-
sonal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, pro-
vided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and confidentially
in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent. A fuller Privacy
Notice is now available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr




First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12. 15-17

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock myself and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all his flock in view when
he stands up in the middle of his scattered sheep, so shall I keep my sheep in view. I shall rescue them from wherever they have been
scattered during the mist and darkness. I myself will pasture my sheep, I myself will show them where to rest—it is the Lord who
speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray, bandage the wounded and make the weak strong. I shall watch over the fat
and healthy. I shall be a true shepherd to them. As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge between sheep and sheep,

between rams and he-goats. The Word of the Lord.

PSALM: 22

R/ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. R/
2. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. R/
3 You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever.

Second Reading: I Corinthians 15:20-26. 28

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and in the same way
the resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all
of them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and them, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will
come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power. For
he must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death. And when
everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will be subject in his turn to the One who subjected all things to him, so that God
may be all in all. The Word of the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his seat on his throne
of glory. All the nations will be assembled before him and he will separate men one from another as the shepherd separates sheep from
goats. He will place the sheep on his right hand and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right hand, ‘Come,
you whom my Father has blessed, take for your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. For I was
hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you made me welcome; naked and you
clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me.” Then the virtuous will say to him in reply, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you welcome; naked and
clothed you; sick or in prison and go to see you?’ And the King will answer, ‘I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did this to one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.” Next he will say to those on his left hand. ‘Go away from me, with your curse upon
you, to the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you never gave me food; I was thirsty and you
never gave me anything to drink; I was a stranger and you never made me welcome, naked and you never clothed me, sick and in
prison and you never visited me.” Then it will be their turn to ask, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked,
sick or in prison, and did not come to your help? Then he will answer, ‘I tell you solemnly, in so far as you neglected to do this to one
of the least of these, you neglected to do it to me.” And they will go away to eternal punishment, and the virtuous to eternal life.”

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING

. The gospel reveals that Jesus calls us to compassionate care of the marginalised and vulnerable. What opportunities might you
be overlooking in your life to pay homage to Christ the King?

. There is some harshness in the judgements passed by Christ in the gospel; how does this make you feel?

. In relationships where you hold power, how can you enact Christlike justice toward those who are less powerful?

The Last Judgement. Dear brothers and sisters, may looking at the Last Judgement never frighten us: rather, may it impel us to live the present
better. God offers us this time with mercy and patience so that we may learn every day to recognise him in the poor and in the lowly. Let us strive
for goodness and be watchful in prayer and in love. May the Lord, at the end of our life and at the end of history, be able to recognise us as good
and faithful servants. Pope Francis

NATIONAL WEBSITE LAUNCHED FOR MARRIAGE, FAMILY & LIFE. Please visit the Bishops’ Conference national
commission website at www.marriagefamilyandlife.org.uk

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy
and food costs. Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.
CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that
helps people struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to
face at the Connexions centre, Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006

The Bible and Catechism in a Year Podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz. This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast
app.

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or
in paper form in the bulletin.

Neighbouring Parishes:
Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063. Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.
Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on
request. For general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at
stephenmcgrattan(@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01563 521832. For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin
Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01655 882145. For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain
please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call.
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PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with
the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed,
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young

people and vulnerable adults.
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