5th Novgmber 2023
Thirty First Sunday of Yegar ¢

Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE
Tel No: 01294 463225

St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com
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St John the €vangglist and Sr Ursula and Sr Anna Our Lady Star of the Sea
Canon Matt McManus (Retired) Saltcoats
Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s
Monday 10am Mass (L)
Tuesday 10am Mass with P6 pupils 10am Mass (L)
from St Anthony’s PS
Wednesday 10amMass (L)
10am Mass (L) _— 6pm Prayers of Reception
Elizabeth Dorrian
Thursday 10am Mass (L) 10am Funeral Mass (L)
- Elizabeth Dorrian
Friday 10am Mass (L) _— 10am Mass (L)
Saturday 4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L)
Sunday 11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L)

L =LIVESTREAMED

GOSPEL REFLECTION. Livestreamed Monday at 7pm this week
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION. 3.45pm-4.15pm in St Mary’s and Saturday 10.30am-11am in St John’s.
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. St Mary’s Tuesday 9.30am-10am and St John’s Friday 10.30am-11am

SYNOD NEWS. We know that "synodality" is a term unfamiliar to many members of the People of God, causing some
people confusion and concern. Among the fears expressed is that the teaching of the Church will be changed, causing us to
depart from the Apostolic faith of our forebears and, in so doing, will fail to respond to the needs of those who hunger and
thirst for God today. However, we are confident that synodality is an expression of the dynamic and living Tradition. From
the Report of The Synod

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY. . Next Sunday—Service at the War Memorial in Saltcoats at 1 lam. Service at the War
Memorial in Stevenston at 1.30pm. I am always grateful to those who represent both parishes on these occasions.

PARISH MASS FOR THE DECEASED. St John’s Tuesday 21st November at 7pm and St Mary’s Wednesday 22nd November
at 7pm

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS. Lists are available for our deceased relatives and friends during the month of November.
Please hand them into St Mary’s parish office or St John’s Sacristy where they will be placed on the Altar during this month. Those
included on the list will be remembered in masses in both churches as well as Canon Matt and Fr McCabe in Cape Town.

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for November. We are asked to pray for Pope Francis himself as he fulfills his mission, may he
continue to accompany the flock entrusted to him, with the help of the Holy Spirit.

X/TWITTER ACCOUNT. Has started so that members can be up-to-date on parish events and other news. The X/Twitter
handle is @stmarysstjohns for those who wish to follow it.
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THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE
Special Intention: 90th Birthday wishes FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

) . ) For all the sick in our parishes
Anniversaries: Jos & Sadie Brayford, Cathie Dorrian,

Jimmy Kelly, Kathleen Rouncie, Catherine “Cassie”
McMullen, Luigi & Marietta Tortolano, Margaret Martin, Those who have an anniversary: Jos & Sadie Brayford, Cathie
Peggy Hanson and Theresa Loudon. Dorrian, Jimmy Kelly, Kathleen Rouncie, Catherine “Cassie”
McMullen, Luigi & Marietta Tortolano, Margaret Martin, Peggy
Hanson, Theresa Loudon, Bobby Fleming, Pat McMenamin,
John J & Mary McCann, Cathy Murphy (McGurran), Frances &

Special Intention: 90th Birthday wishes

Recently deceased: Vincent Quinn, Nita Ramsay (Canada)
and Elizabeth Dorrian.

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard McCabe plus James Breen, James Platts, William & Jeanie Smyth, Mary
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission Timmons and David Owen Murphy
Societies).

Those who have died recently: Vincent Quinn, Nita Ramsay
(Canada), Elizabeth Dorrian, Fr Paul Graham, Maretta Main,
READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: Thirty Second Sunday [ Nancy Robb, Margaret McDermott, Patricia Adamson, Josanna
Year A: Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 62; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; | Shaw, Bridget McWilliam Collins (Bolton), Maureen Stevenson,
Matthew 25:1-13 Jimmy McGhee and Jim Conlan.

ST JOHN’S PS. Thanks to the pupils who took part in the recent litter pick in the Church grounds. Also thanks for the donation of
£139.40 from their bake sale for Church funds. Mass in the school next Wednesday will be for all deceased members of the school
community as the school marks this year 50 years on the present site.

REGISTRATION FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL. Registration for August 2024 is an online process and will take place during
Monday 13th November and Sunday 26th November. You should register your child’s details on the North Ayrshire Council
website.

ST JOHN’S HALL. A donation of £5,000 has been received from St John’s Hall Committee for the building fund.

ST JOHN’S PARISH HALL - FUTURE EVENTS. Sunday 26th November - Visit of Wayside club to St John’s for their annual
Christmas party. We are looking for donations of male and female toiletries, gloves, hats, new underwear and socks, and also items
for our raffle (chocolate, sweets, gift sets etc) If you have anything to donate please contact Brenda 07812758415 or Michael
07813650411 or hand into the hall or back of church. Sunday 3rd December - St John’s Christmas / Craft Fayre. If anyone would
like to book a table to sell your own craft goods (£15) per table please get in touch with Brenda 07812758415, Lorna 07833347035
or Michael 07813650411 there are a few tables left. Sunday 31st December - Hogmanay Ceilidh (8pm - lam) in aid of HCPT 207
and the Ukraine appeal. Tickets (£15 each) these are limited so will be sold on a first come first served basis. This was a great night
last year and was sold out early so book now to save disappointment. Contact Michael 07813650411 or Lisa 07988607098

300 CLUB. Congratulations to the winners of the October draw. No 262—M. Hume £30 and No 265—1J. Cochrane £20.
ARDROSSAN CEMETERY MASS. Will take place this Sunday (5th) at 2pm in Ardrossan Cemetery.

SCHOLA BENEDICTI. Are celebrating their 10th anniversary with a Scottish Premiere of 'Missa Deus Nobiscum' conducted by
the composer Philip Stopford at the University of Glasgow Memorial Chapel on Saturday 25th November 2023 at 7.30pm. Tickets
are £10 and are available on eventbrite, by email (thescholabenedicti@gmail.com) or some limited tickets on door.

HELPERS REQUIRED FOR PREPARING FOR THE SACRAMENTS. Helpers are required for Primary 4 children preparing
for the Sacraments; Saturday Club at St. John’s.

SOUP AND CHAT. In St Mary’s parish hall every Wednesday from 11.30am-1.30pm. All welcome.

ST MARY’S CHURCH CLEANERS. We currently only have 4 volunteers who clean our church. If you can spare 1-2hrs
every Thursday (after Mass) we would love to hear from you. If we get enough volunteers we could have teams and this would
mean only volunteering every other week. Please contact Canon Martin, the parish office or just come along on a Thursday.

ST MARY’S AND ST JOHN’S SUNDAY TEAS. Takes place after Sunday Masses in the parish halls.

MINISTRY. Opportunity to take part in ministries in the Church and in the parish. For more information please complete the form
available and return it as soon as possible.

PARISH HALLS. To book any of our halls please call the Parish Office on 463461 for St Mary’s and Michael Lafferty on 461234
for St John’s. Please note booking form has to be completed to confirm your booking.

SVDP. Please call 07379 400 568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498 501 326 for St John’s. Please call 07825 726 904 for St
Peter’s.

FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.

NATIONAL WEBSITE LAUNCHED FOR MARRIAGE, FAMILY & LIFE. Please visit the Bishops’ Conference national
commission website at www.marriagefamilyandlife.org.uk

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION
The Regulation came into force on Friday 25th May 2018, and gives individuals greater rights and control over the use of their per-
sonal information. Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, pro-
vided by you for Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and confidentially
in electronic or paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent. A fuller Privacy
Notice is now available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr




First Reading: Malachi 1:14-2:2. 8-10

5" I am a great k1ng, says the Lord of hosts, and my name is feared throughout the nations. And now, priests,
e f, this warning is for you. If you do not listen, if you do not find it in your heart to glorify my name, says the
;,.- Lord of hosts, I will send the curse on you and curse your very blessing. You have strayed from the way;

you have caused many to stumble by your teaching. You have destroyed the covenant of Levi, says the
v ' Lord of hosts. And so I in my turn have made you contemptible and vile in the eyes of the whole people in
' repayment for the way you have not kept to my paths but have shown partiality in your administration.
Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create us? Why, then, do we break faith with one another,

- _,.«‘.:» : profaning the covenant of our ancestors? The Word of the Lord.
PSALM: 130
R/ Guard my soul in peace before you, O Lord
1. O Lord, my heart is not proud nor haughty my eyes. I have not gone after things too great nor marvels beyond me. R/
2. Truly I have set my soul in silence and peace. A weaned child on its mother’s breast, even so is my soul. R/
3 O Israel, hope in the Lord both now and for ever. R/

Second Reading: I Thessalonians 2:7-9. 13

Like a mother feeding and looking after her own children, we felt so devoted and protective towards you, and had come to love you so
much, that we were eager to hand over to you not only the Good News but our whole lives as well. Let me remind you, brothers, how
hard we used to work, slaving night and day so as not to be a burden on any one of you while we were proclaiming God’s Good News
to you. Another reason why we constantly thank God for you is that as soon as you heard the message that we brought you as God’s
message, you accepted it for what it really is, God’s message and not some human thinking; and it is still a living power among you
who believe it. The Word of the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12

Then addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, “The scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of = -
Moses. You must therefore do what they tell you and listen to what they say; but do not be guided by P RAC T‘S'E
what they do: since they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on W H A T YO U
men’s shoulders, but will they lift a finger to move them? Not they! Everything they do is done to attract

attention, like wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take the place of honour at PR-E ACH
banquets and the front seats in the synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in the market squares and -

having people call them Rabbi.
“You, however, must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you are all brothers. You must call
no one on earth your father, since you have only one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to be called teachers,
for you have only one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will be exalted.”

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING

. What does humility mean to you? How do you live it out in your life? How do you struggle with it?
. Have you known any great examples of servant leadership? What did you learn from them?
. Both the gospel and the first reading call for unity. Are there people in the church with whom you would rather not be in

communion? How might God be calling you to reconciliation with them?

Pope Francis on today's Gospel. We are all brothers and sisters. If we have received talents from the heavenly Father, we must
place them at the service of our brothers and sisters, and not exploit them for our own satisfaction and personal interests. We must
not consider ourselves superior to others, modesty is essential for an existence that seeks to conform to the teaching of Jesus, who
is meek and humble of heart and came not to be served but to serve.

R.C.I.A. Anyone interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith or joining the Church should contact the parish office or
Canon Martin.

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy
and food costs. Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.
CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that
helps people struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to
face at the Connexions centre, Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006

The Bible and Catechism in a Year Podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz. This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast
app.

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or
in paper form in the bulletin.

Neighbouring Parishes:
Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063. Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.
Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on
request. For general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at
stephenmcgrattan(@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01563 521832. For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin
Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01655 882145. For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain
please ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call.
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PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with
the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed,
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young

people and vulnerable adults.
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