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Parishes of the RC Diocese of Galloway Charity Registration No: SCO10576 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Saltcoats 

L = LIVESTREAMED 

Day St John’s St Mary’s  St Peter’s  
 

Monday 6pm Prayers of Reception 
Irene Dolan  

 10am Mass (L) 

 

Tuesday 10am Funeral Mass (L) 
Irene Dolan 

10am Eucharistic Service 10am Mass (L) 

Wednesday 10am Mass (L)  10am Mass (L) 

 
Thursday 

  
10am Mass (L) 

10am Mass (L) 
6pm Prayers of Reception  

Maria Dorrian 

Friday 10am Mass (L)  10am Funeral Mass (L) 
Maria Dorrian  

Saturday   4.30pm Vigil Mass (L) 5.30pm Vigil Mass (L)  

Sunday  11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L) 

GOSPEL REFLECTION.  Has stopped for summer and  will return in August.  

RECONCILIATION.   NOT THIS WEEK. 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.  NOT THIS WEEK. 

Please remember the following deaths in your prayers 
Irene Dolan RIP 

John Higgins RIP 
Irene’s Prayers of Reception will take place on Monday at 6pm in St John’s.  Funeral Mass on Tuesday at 10am.   

Followed by burial in High Road Cemetery 
John’s Prayers of Reception will take place on Tuesday 6th August at 6pm in St John’s.  Funeral Mass on Wednesday 7th at 10am.  

Followed by burial in Hawkhill Cemetery. 
May they rest in peace+ 

SYNOD NEWS.  A synodal church is…   Rooted in the vocation of all the baptised. Exercises co-responsibility. Listens to the signs of the 
times – is open to being disturbed. Uses gracious listening and gracious speaking skills to create safe spaces where all can be heard.  Holds 
tension without forcing it into uniformity. Through discernment - is open to the Holy Spirit. Moves to action – leaders have to be decision-
takers. Is not a personal burden but a task for the whole community. From the First Session of the Synod of Bishops October 2023 

Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for August 2024- For political leaders.  We pray that political leaders be at the service of their own 
people, working for integral human development and for the common good, especially caring for the poor and those who have lost 
their jobs. 



GOOD WISHES.  To Matthew Northcote and Chloe Logan 
who are to be married next weekend.   
 

ST MARY’S LIVESTREAM.  Help required to livestream Masses during the week.  Please contact Canon Martin. 
 

ST JOHN’S SVDP.  The members will be involved at the Summer Fete running the Wheel of Fortune and we depend very much 
on your generosity.  We are in need of donations of bottles etc. for prizes.  If you can donate any prizes please hand them to any 
SVDP member.  Thank you for your generosity.   
 

ST JOHN'S CHURCH SUMMER FETE—SUNDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER—12.30PM .  Volunteers - We are desperately short 
of volunteers so if you can help in anyway on the day, running a stall or with the teas please speak to a member of the hall  
committee or Canon Martin, your help would be greatly appreciated.   Donations - We are also looking for donations of the  
following - raffle prizes, tombola prizes, chocolate for chocolate tombola, Bottles for the bottle stall and home baking. If you have 
anything to donate, can man a stall, help with teas and coffees , selling raffle tickets etc please get in touch with Lorna Walker 
07833347035, Brenda Robertson 07812758415 or Michael Lafferty 07813650411.  PLEASE NOTE— we do not accept  
donations of bric a brac, books, toys, clothes, DVDs, or videos. 
 

WHITHORN.  While there was a strong tradition of pilgrimage to the burial place of St Ninian in Whithorn 
before the Reformation, only in 1924 was the pilgrimage resumed in its modern form.  2024, therefore, marks 
the centenary of the re-establishment of the modern pilgrimage after the Reformation.  The Bishops of  
Scotland have chosen to mark this anniversary by making the 2024 pilgrimage a national event and people 
from all parts of Scotland are invited to take part.  On Sunday 25 August, Mass will be celebrated close to St 
Ninian’s Cave at 4pm with Bishop Frank Dougan as principal celebrant.  For those unable to walk to the 
shore Mass will be celebrated in St Martin and St Ninian’s Church, Whithorn at 4.45pm by Bishop Joseph 
Toal of Motherwell.  For more information scan the QR code.  If  anyone is interested in travelling there by 
bus please add your name to the sign up sheet in both church porches.  Please note this year because of  
increased fuel prices there will be a charge of £8/person to offset costs. 
 

NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO CARFIN.  The annual National Pilgrimage to Carfin will take place on Sunday 1st   
September.  Mass will be celebrated at the Grotto at 3pm with Archbishop Maury Buendía, Papal Nuncio, as principal celebrant 
and Bishop Frank Dougan as the homilist.  Mass will be followed by a Rosary Procession. 
 

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY.  The National Commission for Marriage, Family and Life will 
celebrate this day today at the Marian Shrine, Carfin, with Mass at 3pm, celebrated by Bishop John Keenan.  Café will be open for 
refreshments. Come along and celebrate this inter-generational event. 

 

SEASON OF CREATION CONFERENCE 2024—SATURDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER.  The Care of  
Creation Office of the Bishops’ Conference has organised a National Conference for this year’s Season of  
Creation which runs from 1st September – 4th October 2024. The Conference will take place on Saturday 7th 
September 2024, from 10am – 3pm in St. Margaret’s Parish Hall, Raploch, Stirling. The guest speaker is Ben 
Wilson, Director of Public Engagement for SCIAF. If interested in attending, please complete a booking form 
here www.tinyurl.com/46wmt9ah and more details about this free day will follow. 
 

ASSISTED SUICIDE SHORT SURVEY.  The Scottish Parliament Health Committee is asking for your views on proposals to 
legalise assisted suicide in Scotland. It is vital that as many people as possible complete the short survey, which should take just a 
few minutes to do, before it closes on 16th August. Full guidance, including a link to the survey, can be accessed by scanning the 
QR code or by entering the following address in your web browser:  https://rcpolitics.org/assisted-suicide-committee-call-for-views/ 
 

DIVINE MERCY.  Anyone interested in establishing a Divine Mercy Group in the Three Towns can contact Miriam on 
07377457657 or contact the parish office at St Mary’s 463461.   

THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE  
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: 

Special Intention 
 

Anniversaries:   Joe Murray, John McGarvey, Conti Family, 
David Gilmour, Edward Pllu, Janet Reilly, Maria Cameron 
and Margaret Dorrian.   
 

Recently deceased:   John Higgins, Edward Reilly, Charles 
Kennedy, Ann Meechan, Maria Dorrian (Ardrossan), Patrick 
Kimmett (Massachusetts), Irene Dolan and Ian Gargan. 
 

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Gerard  McCabe plus  
Retired Priests, Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission   
Societies). 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 

For all the sick in our parishes. 
 

Special Intention:  For St Mary’s parish community and  
personal intention.   
 

Those who have an anniversary:  Joe Murray, John McGarvey, 
Conti Family, David Gilmour, Edward Pllu, Janet Reilly, Maria 
Cameron, Margaret Dorrian, John Mitchell (Months mind),  
Gilbert Templeton (1st), RoseAnn McAteer, Margaret Morrison, 
Flora Cameron and Jimmy & Cecilia McCann. 
  

Those who have died recently: John Higgins, Edward Reilly, 
Charles Kennedy, Ann Meechan, Patrick Kimmett 
(Massachusetts), Claire Scott, Maria Dorrian (Ardrossan),  
Kathleen Love (Glasgow), Irene Dolan, Michael McLaughlin, 
Liz McGee (Burnley), Lena McGuiness, Ann Taylor (England), 
Catherine Reilly (McGowan), Ian Gargan, John Mitchell, Sheila 
Mason, Pat Savage (California), Fr Harry Holden (St Anne’s-On
-Sea) and John Patrick Taggart.  

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK:  Eighteenth Sunday of 
Year B;  Exodus 16:2-4. 12-15; Psalm 77; Ephesians 4:17. 
20-24; John 6:24-35 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, provided by you for  
Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and  confidentially in electronic or 
paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent.  A fuller Privacy Notice is now  
available on the Diocesan website.  www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr 

http://www.tinyurl.com/46wmt9ah
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frcpolitics.org%2Fassisted-suicide-committee-call-for-views%2F&data=05%7C02%7COffice%40rcpolitics.org%7C810daaa8b2764351a18708dc9ff6523e%7C9fdc59caad4f4f8698284df174ea7e6b%7C0%7C0%7C638561127489


Neighbouring Parishes:  
 Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063.  Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.   

Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.  
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on  

request.  For general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at  
stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01563 521832.  For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin 

Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01655 882145.  For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain please 
ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call. 

R.C.I.A.  Anyone interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith or joining the Church should  
contact the parish office or Canon Martin.   
 

ST JOHN’S SVDP.  Are collecting non perishable food for the Crisis Bags they share with the High 
Kirk.    
 

SOUP AND CHAT.  Will reopen again on 4th September in St Mary’s.    
 

PARISH HALLS.  To book any of our halls please call the Parish Office on 463461 for St Mary’s and 
Michael  Lafferty on 461234 for St John’s.  Please note booking form has to be completed to confirm 
your booking. 
 

ST MARY’S AND ST JOHN’S SUNDAY TEAS.  St John’s teas takes place after Sunday Mass.   
St Mary’s teas have stopped for a summer break and will start again on 18th August 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH CLEANERS.  Helpers still required on Thursday at 10.30am.  
 

SVDP. Please call 07379400568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498501326 for St John’s.   Please call 07825726904 for St Peter’s.  
 

FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.  
 

Gospel: John 6:1-15 
Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee—or of Tiberias—and a large crowd  
followed him, impressed by the signs he gave by curing the sick.  Jesus climbed the hillside, 
and sat down there with his disciples.  It was shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover.  
Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to Philip, “Where can we buy some 
bread for these people to eat?”  He only said this to test Philip; he himself knew exactly what 
he was going to do.  Philip answered,” Two hundred denarii would only buy enough to give 
them a small piece each.”  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said, “There 
is a small boy here with five barley loaves and two fish; but what is that between so many?”  

Jesus said to them, “Make the people sit down.”  There was plenty of grass there, and as many as five thousand men sat down.  
Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and gave them out to all who were sitting ready; he then did the same with the fish, giv-
ing out as much as was wanted.  When they had eaten enough he said to the disciples, “Pick up the pieces left over, so that nothing 
gets wasted.”   So they picked them up, and filled twelve hampers with scraps left over from the meal of five barley loaves.  The 
people seeing this sign that he had given, said, “This really is the prophet who is to come in the world.”  Jesus, who could see they 
were about to come and take him by force and make him king, escaped back to the hills by himself.     
 
PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING 
 

In both the first reading and the gospel, the people eat their fill and there is some left over.  When have you particularly  
experienced the abundance of God? 
 

Today’s psalm proclaims “All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, and your friends shall repeat their blessing.”  How do you 
keep your gratitude and thanksgiving central to your life of prayer? 
 

St Paul instructs the Ephesians to live lives characterised by selflessness, gentleness and patience.  Which of these is most difficult 
for you to espouse? 
 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes himself known through “signs.”  What does the sign of the feeding of the five thousand reveal 
to you about who Jesus is? 
 

Holy Year FB page is Holy Year Scotland 2025 and can be found at https://www.facebook.com/holyyearscotland2025 

 

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy and food 
costs. Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.  
 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE.   Are a Christian Organisation that helps  
people  struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to face at the  
Connexions centre, Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006 
 

The Bible and Catechism in a Year Podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz.  This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast app.  The 
Bible in 10 minutes video can be found on www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jm3b4Q98vx8 
 

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or in paper 
form in the bulletin. 

X/TWITTER  ACCOUNT.  The X/Twitter handle is @stmarysstjohns for those who wish to follow it. 

mailto:stephenmcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
mailto:benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk


PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within 
God's purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with 

the Church and its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed, 
paid and voluntary members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young  

SCIAF 
7 West Nile Street 

Glasgow 

G1 2PR  

 

 0141 354 5555 

  

A.W. BLAIR & SONS 

Seabank Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294 468238 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

  

PAUL STEVENSON 

29 Chapelwell Street 
SALTCOATS 

 
01294  607001 

  
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

WARDEN MOTORS 

(Prop. – Kevin Warden) 
CANAL STREET, SALTCOATS 

 

01294 463333 

All types of repairs 

MOT & Service 

Quality Used Cars 

  

BREEN ROOFING & BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

4b Castlehill Yard, Hill Street 

ARDROSSAN 
 

01294 464733 
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing,  

Roughcasting, Plastering 
- general building works 

  

The Albion Bar 
16 Dockhead Street 

Saltcoats 
 

01294 462436 
  

Well ‘Kent’ faces behind and in 
front of bar! 

 

IRVINE MEMORIALS 
MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS 

Headstone sales & installation. 
Small memorials, plaques & vases. 
Additional inscriptions to existing  

Headstones. 
Headstone re-erection & refurbishment 

Processing of permits & paperwork 
Tel: 01294 215990/Mob: 07563335025 

irvinememorials@gmail.com 
www.irvinememorials.com 

17 Macadam Place, Irvine, KA11 4HP 
 

Caring, sensitive and professional  
service 

  

 
ST. ANTHONY’S PRIMARY  

Dykesmains Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 6DE 

01294 468559  
 

ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY  
Morrison Avenue, Stevenston  

KA20 4HH   
01294 464557 

 

 

  

WRIGHT VALETING 
Car Valeting Service 

Email: 
Chris@WrightValeting.co.uk 

 

Website:  
www.WrightValeting.co.uk 

 

Twitter: 
@WrightValetingDetailing 

 

JAS. CAMPBELL & Co. Ltd 
 Solicitors Notaries Estate Agents 

www.jascampbell.co.uk 
e-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk 

Bank of Scotland Buildings 
57 Dockhead St. Saltcoats 464301/4 
85 Main St. West Kilbride 829599 
76 Princes St. Ardrossan 464131 

  

Eglinton Diner & Fish Fry 
  

28/30 Windmill Street 
Saltcoats 

 
01294 601126 

  
Traditional fish teas. 
Lunchtime specials. 
Sit in or carry out. 

  

THREE TOWNS YOGA 
Friendly, down-to-earth yoga classes 

for all levels including complete  
beginners. Move and breathe -  

feel calmer, stronger, more flexible, 
balanced and relaxed. 

Contact Steph to book. 
07470435735 

threetownsyoga@gmail.com 
www.threetownsyoga.com 

  

SPRED 

Suite 3, First Floor,  
Boswell House 

2-14 Arthur Street 
Ayr 

KA7 1QI 
01292 738068 

spredgalloway@talktalk.net 

  

Taylor and Henderson 
51 Hamilton Street 

Saltcoats 
KA21 5DX 

 

01294 464341 
 

Solicitors and Estate Agents 
www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk 

Offices in Saltcoats, Irvine,  
Kilwinning and Largs 

  

Hughes Painting & Decorating 

 Call for a No Obligation Quotation 
Reliable & Affordable 

 
Noel Hughes 0777 0599 297 

 
hughespaintinglargs@gmail.com      

http://www.jascampbell.co.uk/
mailto:threetownsyoga@gmail.com
http://www.threetownsyoga.com
http://www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk
mailto:hughespaintinglargs@gmail.com

