27th Hpril 2025
d¢geond dunday of Caster
(®iving Merey) Year C

Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
St John’s, Hayocks Road, Stevenston, KA20 4DE
Tel No: 01294 463225
St John’s Parish website: www.stevenstonstjohns.com
Parish Priest: Canon Martin Poland
St Mary’s, 10 Ardrossan Road, Saltcoats KA21 5 BW
Tel No: 01294 463461
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St John the Evangelist St Mary’s Parish website: www.rcsaltcoats.com Our lady Star of the Sea

St4gvenston and St Ursula and Sr Anna Salteoats

Canon Matt McManus (Retired)

Day St John’s St Mary’s St Peter’s
Monday _— 10am Mass (L)
Tuesday 7pm Mass for 10am Mass 10am Funeral Mass (L)

Pope Francis (L) Josephine Brown
Wednesday 10am Mass (L) _— 10am Mass (L)
Thursday - 10am Eucharistic Service 10am Mass (L)
Friday 10am Mass (L) —_— 10am Mass (L)
Saturday _— 4.30pm Mass (L) 5.30pm Mass (L)
Sunday 11.30am Mass (L) 10am Mass (L) 10.30am Mass (L)
L =LIVESTREAMED GOSPEL REFLECTION. Tuesday at 2pm.

EXPOSITION. St. Mary’s Tuesday 9.30am—10am. St John’s Friday 10.30am-11am
RECONCILIATION. StJohn’s Saturday 10.30am—11am. St Mary’s Saturday 3.45pm—4.15pm.

Following the death of Pope Francis there will be a Memorial Mass in St John’s on Tuesday at 7pm for the Three
Towns and neighbouring parishes to which everyone is welcome.

ear brothers and sisters, let us be enveloped by the mercy of God; let us trust in his patience, which always gives

s more time. Let us find the courage to return to his house, to dwell in his loving wounds, allowing ourselves to be
loved by him and to encounter his mercy in the sacraments. We will feel his wonderful tenderness, we will feel his
embrace, and we too will become more capable of mercy, patience, forgiveness and love. Pope Francis

e are only allowed to look down on a person to help them get up,” Pope Francis
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THE FOLLOWING MASS INTENTIONS ARE
BEING CELEBRATED THIS WEEK: YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR THE

FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

Easter Blessing: John Murphy RIP and Spc Sisters. For all the sick in our parishes.

o ) Easter Blessings: John Murphy RIP, Spc Sisters in UK &
Anniversaries: William & Mary Flood, Arthur Collins, Ireland
Mary “Molly” McFarlane, Joe Mclver (5th), Jean Monan . . . . .
(15th) and William Savage. Spec1gl Intention: Elaina Monaghan (RIP Birthday) and Sick

Intention.

Rec_ently_ depeaged: Pope Francis, Kevin Ra.msa.ly, _DaVid Those who have an anniversary: William & Mary Flood,
Davis (Kilwinning) and Charles Gallagher (Kilwinning) Arthur Collins, Mary “Molly” McFarlane, Joe Mclver (5th),

Jean Monan (15th), William Savage, Agnes Lennon, William &

Masses are celebrated also by Fr Benjamin, Fr Gerard Jeanie Smyth, Vera McGuire, Donald John MacCormick (1st),

McCabe (South Afvica) plus Retired Priests and Alex Lynn, Peter Lynn, Joseph & Jessie Stevens and Hugh
Missio Scotland (Pontifical Mission Societies).

Donald.

Those who have died recently: Pope Francis, Kevin Ramsay,
Charles Gallagher (Kilwinning), Mary Rogan, John Kwon, Jean
McFadden, Angus McLeod, David Davis (Kilwinning), George
READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: Third Sunday of Easter || Brawley (Partick), Jim Donnelly, David Wilson, James Gray,
Year C: Acts 5:27b-32, 40b-41; Psalm 30; Revelation John Magowan, Mary Murphy, Anna Grymes and William
5:11-14; John 21:1-19 Penny (East Sussex).

THANK YOU. To all who have assisted with the Holy Week Services and the preparation of the Churches for Easter.

EASTER AFTERNOON TEA. Today in St John's Hall from 3-4pm. Come along and celebrate Easter with Afternoon Tea. The
children of St John's and St Anthony's will sing their Easter songs. St Matthew's Malawi Group will look ahead to their trip. All
Welcome

ST JOHN’S PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING. Will take place on Wednesday at 7pm in the parish house.

ST JOHN’S HALL COMMITTEE. We would like to invite you to our AGM on Monday 19th May at 7pm in the church hall.
We are always looking for people to join the committee but even if you can’t please come along and have a cup of tea and a
biscuit.

VOCATIONS MASS. St Mary’s, Irvine, will host the first of our deanery Vocations Masses for all the parishes of North
Ayrshire on Tuesday 13th May at 7pm, during “Good Shepherd week”, the 4th Week of Easter. Please come along to support our
efforts to promote Vocations to the Priesthood and to pray that those called by the Lord will say “yes” to him.

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING. Will take place in St Mary’s parish hall on Sunday 18th May from 2pm-4pm. Please contact
Barbara Griffin or Lettie McLaughlin if you wish to attend.

CHANA - Kirkgate Lunch. We are providing lunch for up to 40 people in the Kirkgate, Saltcoats every Friday from 12.30pm.
We need more helpers to either cook, serve, wash dishes or just be there. Please contact Anne McGuire on 07585 665751 for
more information. Thank you.

“THANKSGIVING DAY”—CARFIN. St Winin’s have organised a coach for Sunday 25th May. It will leave Dalry Road,
Kilwinning at 12 Noon. For more information or to book a place please contact Gerry Quirk on 556680 or 07795632889. Cost
per person £10.

ST MARY’S AND ST JOHN’S SUNDAY TEAS. In St John’s after Mass. Not on this week in St Mary’s.
SVDP. Please call 07379400568 for St Mary’s. Please call 07498501326 for St John’s. Please call 07825726904 for St Peter’s.

SOUP AND CHAT. St John’s has now closed and will return later in the year. St Mary’s will return on Wednesday from
11.30am-1.30pm.

YOUNG ADULTS (18-30) TALK. Aged 18-30? Join us in St Joseph’s, Kilmarnock (KA3 1HB) for our next evening on
Sunday 4th May, starting with Mass at 5.45 pm. Mrs Helena Rameckers will be speaking on the theme of Vocation: her own
vocation journey and life as a mother, and discerning God’s call for all of us in our own lives. For more info, search @rcdgyouth
online.

PARISH HALLS. To book any of our halls please call the Parish Office on 463461 for St Mary’s and Michael Lafferty on
461234 for St John’s. Please note a booking form has to be completed to confirm your booking.

YOUTH LEADERS — WE NEED YOU! Could you volunteer as a youth leader to help support or bring youth evenings to your
deanery? The Youth Office is looking to recruit more adult leaders to help support the growth of their Youth Evenings in all areas
of our Diocese. For full details and to register your interest, go to our website: rcdg.org.uk.

ST JOHN’S SVDP. Are collecting non perishable food for the Crisis Bags. FOODBANK STEVENSTON. 07437 521 930.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION

Your privacy is important to the Parish Communities of St. John's and St. Mary's. We use the personal data, provided by you for
Pastoral support and the administration of weekly collections. The information is held securely and confidentially in electronic or
paper format. We will not share this information with third parties without your prior consent. A fuller Privacy Notice is now
available on the Diocesan website. www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-gdpr




GALLOWAY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2025. This year will take place from 7th — 14th July. Further
information and booking details are available from Joe Walsh Tours. info@joewalshtours.co.uk. Freephone: 0808 1890468.

MONEY MATTERS. Welfare Rights Advice—North Ayrshire Council 01294 310456 Monday-Friday 9.30am-4pm. Direct
Line 07901338682.

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO PRIESTHOOD? If you sense a vocation to be a Priest and would like support to discern this call,
please contact Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr Stephen McGrattan, at vocations@rcdg.org.uk or 01563 521832.

DIOCESAN SOCIAL MEDIA. Stay up to date with all the latest news and events from across the Diocese, follow us:
(@rcdgalloway on Facebook, X, or Instagram, and check out our new website: www.rcdg.org.uk.

Gospel: John 20:19-31
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,

o ‘Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
PEACE the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with
BE WITH you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he

You breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from anys, it is withheld.” Now
Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, ‘Unless I see in his
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my
hand into his side, I will never believe.” Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger
here, and see my hands; and put your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, ‘My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

JOHN 20:26

PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING

When you are feeling anxious, do you focus on solving the problem leading to your anxiety, or do you focus on finding peace in the
situation? How might finding peace before all else benefit you?

Have you ever experienced a miracle or something miraculous in your life?

What is a “rejected cornerstone” in your life—something you dismissed early on but later came to realise was essential?

The apostles in today’s reading gather in “Solomon’s portico.” Is there a home or meeting space where you usually gather with
your community? What is the benefit of having a gathering place to be and pray?

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for April. Let us pray that the use of the new technologies will not replace human
relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of our times. "How I would like for us to look
less at screens and look each other in the eyes more!" https://thepopevideo.org/april-for-the-use-of-the-new-technologies/

I X/TWITTER ACCOUNT. The X/Twitter handle is @stmarysstjohns for those who wish to follow it. I

COST OF LIVING CRISIS. Funds currently available to assist St Mary’s parishioners who need help to cope with rising energy and food
costs. Need assistance, please phone 07379 400 568. All contacts will be treated in the strictest of confidence.

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY - IRVINE AND THREE TOWNS DEBT CENTRE. Are a Christian Organisation that helps
people struggling with personal debt issues to begin a journey out of debt. This service is free and will see clients face to face at the
Connexions centre, Irvine or at any office location. Please call our freephone number which is 0800 328 0006

The Bible and Catechism in a Year Podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz. This podcast can be found on YouTube or on your podcast app. The
Bible in 10 minutes video can be found on www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jm3b4Q98vx8

*The new terms of the Data Protection Regulation prevent us from publishing the names of the sick either in electronic form or in paper
form in the bulletin.
)

Neighbouring Parishes:
Father Duncan McVicar, St Peter’s, Ardrossan 464063. Father Gerard Magee, St Winin’s, Kilwinning 552276.
Going into Hospital? Ask Canon Poland for the Anointing of the Sick before you are admitted.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY: The hospital chaplains of Crosshouse and Ayr Hospitals are pleased to visit patients on
request. For general visiting in Crosshouse Hospital please contact Fr Stephen McGrattan at
stephen.mcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01563 521832. For general visiting in Ayr Hospital please contact Fr Benjamin
Mkeri at benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or on 01655 882145. For the urgent or emergency assistance of a chaplain please
ask the hospital staff to page the priest on call.



mailto:stephenmcgrattan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
mailto:benjamin.mkeri@gallowaydiocese.org.uk

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Church in Scotland is concerned with the lives, safety, wholeness and well-being of each individual person within God's
purpose for everyone. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of people of all ages who are involved in whatever capacity with the Church and
its organisations. As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us, ordained, professed, paid and voluntary
members, to work together to prevent the physical, sexual, emotional abuse or neglect of children, young people and vulnerable adults.

Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser: Mr Tony Fisher 01292 266750

SCIAF A.W. BLAIR & SONS PAUL STEVENSON
0141 354 5555 Seabank Street 29 Chapelwell Street
SALTCOATS SALTCOATS
SPRED 01294 468238 01294 607001
01292 738068
spredgalloway@talktalk.net Independent Family Independent Family
Funeral Directors Funeral Directors
WARDEN MOTORS BREEN ROOFING & BUILDING The Albion Bar
_ Kevi CONTRACTORS 16 Dockhead Street
C AN(IEIrdOgTRIéE\%?S\ng%eC% ATS 4b Castlehill Yard, Hill Street Saltcoats
ARDROSSAN
01294 463333 01294 464733 01294 462436
All types of repairs . o
MOT & Service Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofing, Well ‘Kent’ faces behind and in
Roughcasting, Plastering front of bar!
Quality Used Cars - general building works
IRVINE MEMORIALS WRIGHT WAY

MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS
Headstone sales & installation.
Small memorials, plaques & vases.
Additional inscriptions to existing
Headstones.

Headstone re-erection & refurbishment
Processing of permits & paperwork
Tel: 01294 215990/Mob: 07563335025
irvinememorials@gmail.com
WwWww.irvinememorials.com
17 Macadam Place, Irvine, KA11 4HP

Caring, sensitive and professional
service

ST. ANTHONY’S PRIMARY
Dykesmains Road, Saltcoats
KA21 6DE
01294 468559

ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY
Morrison Avenue, Stevenston
KA20 4HH
01294 464557

Monoblock and patio cleaning
services and
car valeting service
Email:
Chris@WrightValeting.co.uk

Website:
www.WrightValeting.co.uk

Twitter:
@WrightValetingDetailing

JAS. CAMPBELL & Co. Ltd
Solicitors Notaries Estate Agents
www.jascampbell.co.uk
e-mail: mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Bank of Scotland Buildings
57 Dockhead St. Saltcoats 464301/4
85 Main St. West Kilbride 829599
76 Princes St. Ardrossan 464131

Eglinton Diner & Fish Fry

28/30 Windmill Street
Saltcoats

01294 601126

Traditional fish teas.
Lunchtime specials.
Sit in or carry out.

THREE TOWNS YOGA
Friendly, down-to-earth yoga classes
for all levels including complete
beginners. Move and breathe -
feel calmer, stronger, more flexible,
balanced and relaxed.
Contact Steph to book.
07470435735
threetownsyoga@gmail.com
www.threetownsyoga.com

BRAEHEAD GARDENING SERVICES

Specialists in all aspects of garden
maintenance.
Grass-cutting, hedges, and tree work
Reliable and experienced
Family-run business

Contact Michael 07828933032
or Karen Cassidy 07515536846

Tavlor and Henderson
51 Hamilton Street
Saltcoats
KA21 5DX

01294 464341

Solicitors and Estate Agents
www.taylorandhenderson.co.uk
Offices in Saltcoats, Irvine,
Kilwinning and Largs

MONDAY NIGHT
BROADWAY BOOGIE
ENCORE CLASS

Ready to dance, sweat, and smile? Our
Broadway Boogie Encore class is the
perfect way to move, groove, and feel

like a star—no experience needed!
Come along and join in the fun!

St John’s Church Hall 6.30pm-7.15pm
Contact Jacqueline on 07780090076

Please support our acvertisers
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